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EXTRACTS FROM THE ELECTION LAWS, ETC, 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINL\^ 



COMMONWEAX.TH OF VIRGINIA, 
Office of the Secretaby of the Commonwealth, 
Richmond, Septemher, 1806. 

The following extracts from the election laws, compiled from the Code 
of Virginia, as amended to date, are published for the information of offi- 
cers engaged in conducting elections and ascertaining and certifying their 
results. They embrace only such provisions of the law as are important 
to be observed by these officers while so engaged. The electoral board and 
registration laws are also given for the guidance of officers charged with 
the conduct of elections. 

D. Q. iEJGOLBSTON, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 



Franchise Clause of the Constitution of Virginia. 

ARTICLE II. 
elective fbanchise and qualifications fob office. 

Sec. 18. Every male citizen of the United States, twenty-one years of 
age, who has been a resident of the. State two years, of the county, city, or 
town one year, and of the precinct in which he offers to vote, thirty days, 
next .preceding the election in which he offers to vote, has been registered, 
and has paid his State poll taxes, as hereinafter required, shall be en- 
titled to vote for members of the General Assembly and all officers elective 
by the people; but removal from one precinct to another, in the same 
county, city or town shall not deprive any person of his rights to vote in 
the precinct from which he has moved, until the expiration of thirty days 
after such removal. 

Sec. 19. There shall be general registrations in the counties, cities 
and towns of the State during the years nineteen hundred and two and 
nineteen hundred and three at such times and in such manner as may be. 
prescribed by an ordinance of this Convention. At such registrations 
every male citizen of the United States having the qualifications of age 
and residence required in section eighteen shall be entitled to register, if 
he be: 

First A person who, prior to the adoption of this Constitution, served 
In time of war in the army or navy of the United States," of the Con- 
federate States, or of any State of the United States or of the Confeder- 
ate States; or. 

Second. A son of any such person; or. 

Third. A person, who owns property, upon which, for the year next 
preceding that in which he offers to register, State taxes aggregating at 
' least one dollar have been paid; or. 

Fourth. A person able to read any section of this Constitution sub- 
mitted to him by the officers of registration and to give a reasonable ex- 
planation 9f the same; or, if unable to read such section, able to underr 
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stand and give a reasonable explanation thereof when read to him by 
the officers. 

A roll containing the names of all persons thus registered, sworn to 
and certified by the officers ot registration, shall be filed, for record and 
preservation, in the clerk's office of the circuit court of the county, or the 
clerk's office of the corporation court of the city, as the case may be. 
Persons thus enrolled shall not be required to register again, unless they 
shall have ceased to be residents of the State, or become disqualified by 
section twenty-three. Any person denied registration under this section 
shall have the right of appeal to the circuit court of his county, or the cor- 
poration court of his city, or to the judge thereof in vacation. 

Sec. 20. After the first day of January, nineteen hundred and four, 
every male citizen of the United (States, having the qualifications of age 
and residence required in section eighteen, shall be entitled to register, 
provided: 

First. That he has personally paid to the proper officer all State poll 
taxes assessed or assessable against him, under this or the former Con- 
stitution, for the three years next preceeding that in which 'he offers to 
register; or, if he come of age at such time that no poll tax shall have 
been assessalble against him for the year preceding the year in which he 
offers to register, has paid one dollar and fifty cents, in satisfaction of the 
first year's poll tax assessable against him; and, 

Second. That, unless physically unable, he make application to regis- 
ter In his own handwriting, without aid, suggestion, or memorandum, in 
the presence of the registration officers, stating therein his name, age, 
date and place of birth, residence and occupation at the time and for the 
two years next preceding, and whether he has previously voted, and, if 
so, the State, county, and precinct in which he voted last; and. 

Third. That he answer on oath any and all questions affecting his 
qualifications as 'an elector, submitted to him by the officers of registra- 
tion, which questions, and his answers thereto, shall be reduced to writ- 
ing, certified by the said officers, and preserved as a part of their official 
records. 

Sec. 21. Any person registered under either of the last two sections, 
shall have the right to vote for members of the General Assembly and all 
officers elective by the people, subject to the following conditions: 

That he, unless exempted by section twenty-two, shall, as a prere- 
quisite to the right to vote after the first of January, nineteen hundred 
and four, personally pay, at least six months prior to the election, all State 
poll taxes assessed or assessable against him, under this Constitution, during 
the three years next preceding that in which he offers to vote; provided 
that, if he register after the first day of January, nineteen hundred and 
four, he shall, unless p[hysically unable, prepare and deposit his ballot 
without aid, on such printed form as the law may prescribe; but any voter 
registered prior to that date may be aided in the preparation of his ballot 
i>y such officer of election as he himself may designate. 

Sec. 22. No person who, during the late war between the States served 
in the army or navy of the United States, or the Confederate States, or 
any State of the United States, or of the Confederate States, shall at any 
time be required to pay a poll tax as a prerequisite to the right to register 
or vote. The collection of the State poll tax assessed against any one 
shall not be enforced by legal process until the same has become three 
years past due. 

iSec. 23. The following persons shall be excluded from registering and 
voting. Idiots, insane persons, and paupers; persons who, prior to the 
adoption of this Constitution, were disqualified from voting, by convic- 
tion of crime, either within or without this State, and whose disabilities 
shall not have been removed; persons convicted after the adoption of this 
Constitution, either within or without this State, of treason, or of any 
felony, bribery, petit larceny, obtaining money or property under false 
pretences, embezzlement, forgery, or perjury; persons who, while citizens 



of this State, after the adoption of this Canstitution, have fought a duel 
with a deadly weapon, or sent or accepted a challenge to fight such duel, 
either within or without this State, or knowingly conveyed a challenge, 
or aided or assisted in any way in the fight of such duel. 

Sec. 24. No officer, soldier, seaman, or marine of the United States army 
or navy shall be deemed to have gained a residence as to the right to suf- 
frage In the State, or in any county, city or town thereof, by reason of be- 
ing stationed therein; nor shall an inmate of any charitable institution 
or a student in any institution of learning, be regarded as having either 
gained or lost a residence, as to the right of suffrage, by reason of his 
location or sejoum in such institution. 

Sec. 25. The Greneral Assembly shall provide for the annual registra- 
tion of voters under section twenty, for an appeal by any person denied 
registration, for the correction of illegal or fraudulent registration, there- 
under, and also for the proper transfer of all votes registered under this 
Constitution. 

Sec. 26. Any person who, in respect to age or residence, would be 
qualified to vote at the next election, shall be admitted to registration, 
notwithstanding that at the time thereof he is not so qualified, and shall 
be entitled to vote at said election if then qualified under the provisions of 
this Constitution. , 

Sec. 27. All elections by the people shall be by ballot; all elections 
by any representative body shall be viva voce, and the vote recorded In 
the journal thereof. 

The ballot-box shall be kept in public view during all elections, and 
shall not be opened, nor the ballots canvassed or counted, in secret. 

So far as consistent with the provisions of this Constitution, the abso- 
lute secrecy of the ballot shall be maintained. 

Sec. 28. The General Assembly shall provide for ballots without any 

• distinguishing mark or symbol, for use in all State,, county, city, and other 
elections by the people, and the form thereof shall be the same in all 
places where any such election is held. All ballots shall contain the 
names of the candidates, and of the offices to be filled; in clear print and 
In due and orderly succession; but any voter may erase any name and in- 
sert another. 

Sec. 29. No voter, during the time of holding any election at which 
he is entitled to vote, shall be compelled to perform military service, ex- 
cept in time of war or public danger; to attend any court as suitor, juror, 
or witness; and no voter shall be subject to arrest under any civil 
process during his attendance at election or in going to or returning there- 
from. , 

Sec. 30. The General Assembly may prescribe a property qualification 
not iexceeding two hundred and fifty dollars for voters in any county or 
subdivision thereof, or city or town, as a prerequisite for voting in any 
election for officers, other than the members of the General Assembly, 
to be wholly elected by the voters of such county or subdivision thereof, 
or city, or town; such action, if taken, to be had upon the initiative of a 
representative in the General Assembly of the county, city or town af- 
fected; provided, that the General Assembly, in its discretion, may make 
such exemptions from the operation of said property qualification as shall 
• not be in conflict with the Constitution of the United States. 

* Sec. 31. There shall be In each county and city an electoral board, 
composed of three members, appointed by the circuit court of the county 
or the corporation court of the city, or the judge of the court in vacation. 
Of those first appointed, one shall be appointed for a term of one year, 
one for a term of two years, and one for a term of three years; and 
thereafter their successors shall be appointed for the full term of three 
years. Any vacancy occurring In any board shall be filled by the same 
authority for the unexpired term. 

Each electoral board shall appoint the judges, clerks, and registrars 
of election for its county or city; and, in appointing judges of elections, 
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representation as far as possible shall be given to each of the two political 
parties which, at the general election next preceding their appointment, 
cast the highest and next highest number of votes. 

No person, nor the deputy of any person, holding any office or post of 
profit or emolument, under the United States Government, or who is in 
the employment of such government, or holding any elective office of profit 
or trust in the State, or in any county, city, or town thereof, shall be ap- 
pointed a member of the electoral board, or registrar, or judge of election. 

Sec. 32. Every person qualified to vote shall be eligible to any office 
of the State, or of any county, city, town, or other subdivision of the State, 
wherein he resides, except as otherwise provided In this Constitution, and 
except that this provision as to residence shall not apply to any office 
elective by the people where the law provides otherwise. Men and women 
eighteen years of age shall be eligible to the office of notary public, and 
qualified to execute the bonds required of them in that capacity. 

Sec. 33. The terms of all officers elected under this Constitution shall 
begin on the first day of February next succeeding their election, unless 
otherwise provided in this Constitution. All officers, elected or appointed, 
shall continue to discharge the duties of their offices after their terms of 
service have expired until their successors have qualified. 

Sec. 34. Members of the General Assembly and all officers, executive 
and judicial, elected or appointed after this Constitution goes into effect, 
shall before they enter on the performance of their public duties, severally 
take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution 
of the United States, and the Constitution of the State of Virginia or- 
dained by the Convention which assembled in the city of Richmond on the 
twelfth day of June, nineteen hundred and one, and that I will faithfully 
and impartially discharge and perform all the duties Incumbent on me 
as , according to the best of my ability; so help me God." 

Sec. 35. No person shall vote at any legalized primary election for 
the nomination of any candidate for office unless he is at the time registered 
and qualified to vote at the next succeeding election. 

Sec. 36. The General Assembly shall enact such laws as are necessary 
and proper for the purpose of securing the regularity and purity of gen- 
eral local and primary elections, and preventing and punishing any cor- 
rupt practices in connection therewith; and shall have power, in addition 
to other penalties and punishments now or hereafter prescribed by law 
for such offences, to provide that persons convicted of them shall thereaf- 
ter be disqualified from voting or holding office. 

Sec. 37. The General Assembly may provide for the use, throughout the 
State or in any one or more counties, cities, and towns in any election of 
machines for receiving, recording, and counting the votes cast thereat; 
provided, that the secrecy of the voting be not thereby impaired. 

Sec. 38. After the first day of January, nineteen hundred and four, 
the treasurer of each county and city shall, at least five months before 
each regular election, file with the clerk of the circuit court of his county, 
or of the corporation court of his city a list of all persons in his county or 
city, who have paid not later than six months prior to such election, the 
State poll taxes required by this Constitution during the three years next 
preceding that in which such election is held; which list shall be arranged 
alphabetically, by magisterial districts or wards, shall state the white and 
colored persons sepiarately, and shall be verified by the oath of the 
treasurer. The clerk, within ten days from the receipt of the list, shall 
make and certify a sufficient number of copies thereof, and shall deliver 
one copy for each voting place in his county or city, to the sheriff of the 
county or sergeant of the city, whose duty it shall be to post one copy, 
without delay, at each 'of the voting-places, and, within ten days from 
the receipt thereof, to make return on oath to the clerk, as to the places 
where and dates at which said copies were respectively posted; which return 
the clerk shall record in a book kept in his office for the purpose; aad he 



shall keep in hie office for public inspection, for at least sixty days after 
receiving the list, not less than ten certified copies thereof, and also cause 
the list to be piublished in such other manner as may be prescribed by 
law; the original list returned by the treasurer shall be filed and pre- 
served by the clerk among the public records of his office for at least five 
years after receiving the same. Within thirty days after the list has been 
so posted, any person who shall have paid his capitation tax, but whose 
name is omitted from the certified list, may, after five days' written notice 
to the treasurer, apply to the circuit court of his county, or corporation 
court of his city, or to the judge thereof in vacation, to have the same 
corrected and his name entered thereon, which application the court or 
judge shall promptly hear and decide. 

The clerk shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, with the poll-books, 
at a reasonable time before every election, to one of the judges of election 
of each precinct of his county or city, a like certified copy of the list, 
which shall be conclusive evidence of the facts therein stated for the pur- 
pose of voting. The clerk shall also, within sixty days after the filing of 
the list by the treasurer, forward a certiled copy thereof, with such cor- 
rections as may have been made by order of the, court or judge, to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts, who shall charge the amount of the poll taxes 
stated therein to such treasurer unless previously accounted for. 

Further evidence of the prepayment of the capitation taxes required 
by this Constitution, as a prerequisite to the right to register and vote, 
may be prescribed by law. 



Registration Ordinance of the Constitutional Convention. 

AN ORDINANCE 

To provide for the registration of voters under this Oonatitutionf and prior 
to the year nineteen hundred and four (1904). 

It is ordained as follows: Until the first day of January, nineteen 
hundred and four, all voters shall be registered in accordance with the 
requirements of this ordinance, as follows: 

Sec. 1. Registration shall be conducted in each magisterial district 
of every county, and in each ward of every city, by a board of registrars, 
composed of three competent citizens, resident in such district or ward, 
appointed as hereinafter provided, each of whom shall qualify by signing 
and filing with clerk of the county court of their respective counties, or 
the corporation court of their respective cities, as the case may be, a 
paper signifying their acceptance of their appointment, aiid who shall hold 
office until the first day of January, ninteen hundred and four; except that 
in the city of Bristol there shall be only one board, composed of three 
competent citizens thereof. 

The board shall organize by electing one of its members chairman 
and another secretary of the board. 

If any person appointed refuse or fail to qualify by the first day of 
August, nineteen hundred and two, or to serve, or if a vacancy occur in 
such board, the judge of the county court of the county, or of the corpora- 
tion court of the city, shall by appointment supply the place or fill such 
vacancy; and such appointees shall qualify in the same manner as those 
appointed by this ordinance. 

For attendance upon the sessions of the board, each member shall 
receive a compensation of two dollars per day. While actually engaged 
in the discharge of his official duties as to registration, each member of 
any such board shall have the authority and powers of conservators of the 
peace as defined by laws existing at the time this ordinance becomes opera- 
tive. 

Sec. 2. Prior to the fifteenth day of October, nineteen hundred and two, 
and again prior to the fifteenth day of October, nineteen hundred and three, 
there shall be a general registration in each of the counties, cities, and 
towns of the State; and each board of registrars for each district and 
ward, prior to each of the foregoing dates, shall convene and sit at some 
place and time to be designated by it in each precinct in its district or 
ward, at least one day, from eight o'clock in the morning to sunset in the 
counties, and from twelve o'clock noon to nine o'clock P. M. in cities and 
towns, and at such other places within the district or ward as may be con- 
venient and necessary to complete the registration of the voters. Each 
board may determine whether it will sit consecutively for the period here- 
after stated, or whether it will sit from time to time for such number of 
days within said period as it may determine. At the registration to be 
held prior to the fifteenth day of October, nineteep hundred and two, the 
aggregate number of days in which any board shall sit within any one 
district or ward shall not exceed fifteen days; and at the registration to be 
had in the year nineteen hundred and three, the aggregate number of days 
in which any board shall sit within any one district or ward shall not 
exceed ten days. The judge of the county court of a county, or of a corpo- 
ration court of a city, may, on the motion of the board, extend the time 
for either of such registrations for a further period or time to be de- 
termined by such judge, and shall fix the days for such registration. 



The board shall give at least twenty days* notice of the time and place 
or places at 'v^hich it will open books for registration at any precinct, by 
bills posted at five or more public places In the precinct, and also by 
weeMy advertisement for two successive weeks in a newspaper, if one 
be published in the county or city, and in such other manner as it may 
deem expedient, and where the books are opened for more than one pre- 
cinct, or for the whole district or ward, then like notice of the time and 
place shall be posted in five or more public places within each precinct, 
for which such registration is held, and advertised by publication as 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. The board shall register all persons who apply for registration, 
entitled to register under this Constitution, prior to January the first, 
nineteen hundred and four, and none others; and it shall have power 
to administer oaths to, and examine under oath, any applicant and wit- 
nesses, and to receive evidence and hear testimony touching qualifications 
for registration. 

The act of a majority of its members shall be the act of the board; and 
a majority of the members constitute a quorum for the transaction of all 
business. 

Sec. 4. The board shall record in suitable books, hereinafter provided 
for, in alphabetical order, the names of all persons registered, the date of 
birth and registration, their occupation and residence. Separate books, in 
duplicate, for white and colored voters, shall be kept for each precinct; one 
of each of which shall, after the completion of each registration, be for- 
warded by the chairman of the board to the clerk of the county court of the 
county, or of the corporation court of the city, to be copied in a proper 
book and preserved in his office. 

Until January the firi^t, nineteen hundred and four, the board shall 
have the custody and keeping of the other duplicate of said registration 
books; but, a reasonable time before the elections to be held in nineteen 
hundred and two and nineteen hundred and three, the books for each pre- 
cinct shall be delivered to the judges appointed at such precinct to conduct 
said elections, and they a reasonable time after said elections, shall re- 
turn the books to said board. 

After the first day of January, nineteen hundred and four, the board 
shall deliver the registration books to the proper registration officers desig- 
nated by law. 

At the completion of every registration conducted by it, each member 
of the board shall sign, and certify the accuracy of the same on oath, upon 
the registration books. 

Sec. 5. Until the first day of January, nineteen hundred and four, if 
any person so registered shall move to another precinct, he shall be entitled 
to register therein on the permanent roll upon a transfer issued by the 
secretary of the board, before which he last registered; and a note of 
such transfer shall be made by the said secretary upon the permanent roll 
in his possession. 

Sec. 6. Any person who, upon his examination, shall willfully make a 
false statement of any material fact affecting his qualifications as a voter, 
shall be guilty of perjury, and, upon conviction thereof, shall forfeit for 
life his right to vote. 

^ec. 7. Any person denied registration shall have the right to appeal, 
without payment of writ tax or giving security for costs, to the circuit 
court of the county or to the corporation court of the city, in which he 
offers to register, or to the judge thereof in vacation, by presenting to 
such court or judge, within ten days thereafter, a petition in writing to 
•have his right to register determined, containing a statement of the facts 
proved before said board; to which the board shall make answer in writ- 
ing. The matter shall be heard and determined upon such petition and 
answer, and such evidence as may be introduced in support thereof. Such 
proceedings shall take precedence over all other business of the said court 
or judge, and shall be heard as soon as possible. 
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Upon the filing of such petition, the clerk Qf the court- shall at once 
give notice to the commonwealth's attorney for his county or city, whose 
duty it shall be to appear and defend against said petition in behalf of the 
State. • ^ J 

Judgment in favor of the petitioner shall entitle him to registration. 
From judgment rendered against him, a writ of error shall lie to the Su- 
preme Court of Appeals in favor of the petitioner. 

Sec. 8. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shal have prepared suit- 
able books for the registration of voters and forward them to the clerk 
of the county court of each county, and to the clerk of the corporation 
court of each city, to be by them distributed to the several boards of 
registrars of their respective counties and cities. 

The books shall be so spaced and ruled as to provide for the convenient 
entry of the number and name of the voter, In alphabetical order, his age,, 
occupation, residence, length of time he has resided in the State and 
county, and precinct, and if a naturalized citizen, the date of his naturali- 
zation papers and the court by which issued, if known; and, if registered 
as a voter exempt from the payment of a poll tax as a prerequsite to the 
right to vote, under section twenty-two of the Constitution, for the state- 
ment of that fact. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, before the 
twentieth day of July, nineteen hundred and two, to forward to each of the 
persons chosen by the convention as members of the several boards of 
registration, a certificate showing that such person has been so chosen, 
which certificate shall be evidence of the facts therein stated. 

Upon the receipt of such certificate, the member of the registration 
board named therein shall signify his acceptance in writing to the clerk of 
his county, or the clerk of the hustings or corporation court of his city, 
upon blanks to be furnished by the Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall, with said certificates, send 
to each member of said board a copy of the Constitution and of this 
registration ordinance. 

Sec. 9. On or before the first day of September, nineteen hundred and 
two, the treasurer of each county and city shall furnish to the board of 
registrars of each district or ward of his county or city, a certified list con- 
taining the names of all persons within such district or ward who, for the 
year nineteen hundred and one, have paid as much as one dollar in State 
tax for property owned by and assessed agailist them; and, on or before 
the first day of September, nineteen hundred and three, the said treasurer 
shall furnish to said boards a similar list of those who, for the year nine- 
teen hundred and two, have paid as much as one dollar in State tax 
for property owned by and assessed against them. 

Sec. 10. The books and blank forms to be prepared by the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth shall be provided at the expense of the State; but all 
other costs and charges of registration, including postage, stationery, and 
publication of notices, shall be defrayed by the counties and cities in which 
such registration is held. 
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THE ELECTORAL BOARD 

AND 

RBGISTRAXION LA^STS. 



An Act to carry into effect an ordinance of the Constitutional Convention of 
Virginia, which assembled at Richmond on the 12th day of June, 1901, 
entitled "an ordinance to provide for the registration of voters under this 
Constitution, and prior to 1904," so far as legislative action may he neces- 
sary, and to make it applicable to towns. 

Approved July 28, 1902. 

Sec. 1. Be It enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the 
provisions of an ordinance adopted by the Constitutional Ck)nvention, which 
assembled in Richmond on the twelfth of June, nineteen hundred and one, 
entitled "an ordinance to provide for the registration of voters under the 
Constitution and prior to the year nineteen hundred and four," shall apply 
to the towns of the Commonwealth just as it does to the cities and coun- 
ties thereof. 

Sec. 2. The board of registration, appointed by the said Constitutional 
Convention, shall record in suitable books, provided for in said ordinance, 
in alphabetical order, the names of all persons registered, the date of birth 
and registration, their occupation and residence, keeping separate books 
in duplicate for white and colored voters for each precinct. And after the 
completion of said registration, the board shall retain one set of such 
books, and shall make a roll containing the names of all persons thus 
registered, to be made, sworn to, and certified by such board. The said roll 
shall be forwarded by the chairman of the board to the clerk of the cir- 
cuit court of the county, to be filed for record and preserved in said 
office, as required by section nineteen of the Constitution of Virginia, and 
one set of said books shall be forwarded by the chairman of the board to 
the clerk of the county court of the county or the clerk of the corporation 
court of the city, as the case may be, to be copied in a proper book and 
preserved in his office, as required by section four of an ordinance of the 
Constitutional Convention aforesaid, entitled "an ordiance to provide for 
tile registration of voters under this Constitution and prior to the year 
nineteen hundred and four." For making the said duplicate and roll, 
the board and clerks shall be allowed one cent for every thirty words, 
counting initials as words. 

Sec. 3. On or before the first day of September, nineteen hundred and 
^wo, the treasurer of each county and city shall furnish to the 
board of registrars of each town, magisterial district, or ward of his 
county or city, a certified list, made out in alphabetical order, containing 
the names of all. white and colored males over the age of twenty-one years, 
the white and colored to be on separate lists within such clistrict or ward, 
and in cities where property is not assessed for State taxes in wards or 
districts, a list of all such persons in said city who for the year nineteen 
hundred and one have paid as muph as one dollar in 3tate tax for property 
owned by and assessed against them; and on or before the first day of 
September, nineteen hundred and three, the said treasurer shall furnish 
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to the said boards a similar list of those who for the year nineteen hun- 
dred and two have paid as much as one dollar in State tax for property, 
owned by and assessed against them. ■ For making said lists the treasurer 
sihal be entitled to one cent for every thirty words, counting initials as 
words. 

Sec. 4. Untn January first, nineteen hundred and four, the board shall 
have the custody and keeping of one set or duplicate of the registratian 
books; but a reasonable time before the elections to be held in nineteen 
hundred and two and nineteen hundred and three, not later than sun- 
rise on election day, the books for each precinct shall be delivered by the 
chairman of the board of registration, or some member of the said board, 
selected for the purpose, to the judges, or one of them, at said precinct, 
appointed to conduct said election; and said judges of election shall ap- 
point one of their number, who shall, within a reasonable time after said 
election, return the books to said board. 

Sec. 5. Any violation of this act by the chairman of the registration 
board or any member thereof, by the clerk of the court, the treasurer, or 
any of the judges of election, for which no punishment has been otherwise 
provided, shall be deemed as a misdemeanor, and punished by fine not 
exceeding one hundred dollars and Imprisonment in the couitty jail not 
ex-ceeding one month, either or both. 

Sec. 6. The costs of carrying this act into effect, except the books and 
forms to be prepared by the secretary of the Commonwealth, and provided 
at the expense of the State, shall be defrayed by the counties and cities in 
which such 'registration is held. 

Sec. 7. This act shall be in force from its passage. 



AN ACT 

To provide for the preservation of the permanent registration rolls and 
for the transfer of voters on said rolls, and for copy to he used for all 
purposes with same effect as the original. 

Approved November 28, 1903. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the regis- 
tration rolls or books made by the boards of registration appointed by the 
Constitutional Convention which assembled in Richmond on the twelfth 
day of June, nineteen hundred and one, and which, under the registration 
ordinance adopted by said convention, will be delivered to the registrars 
after the first day of January, nineteen hundred and four, shall be known 
as the permanent registration rolls or books, and shall be carefully pre- 
served by the said registrars, and the voters on said rolls or books shall 
be kept separate from the voters whose names shall be entered on the 
registration books after the first day of January, nineteen hundred and 
four. If any person whose name is registered on said permanent roll 
shall move to another precinct, he shall be entitled to registered therein 
after such residence therein, as is required by law, on the permanent 
roll upon transfer Issued by the registrar having custody of the permanent 
roll upon which he last registered, and said transfer shall state that the 
voter's name is on the permanent roll, and a note of such transfer shall be 
made by the registrar upon the permament roll in his possession. 
The registrar giving the transfer shall send a duplicate to the 
county court of his county, or to the clerk of the corpora- 
tion or hustings court of a city, as a case' may be, who shall note the same 
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upon the permanent roll in his possession, and the registrar of the pre- 
cinct to which fiaid voter is transfered shall send a certificate of his 
registration to the county clerk of this county, or to the clerk of the corpor- 
ation or hustings court of a city, as a case may be, who shall enter the 
voter's name upon the permanent roll in his office, and be entitled to the 
same fee for his service that the registrar is for reg;fstering a voter. And 
whenever any permanent rill or book of any precinct in the possession of 
the registrar shall be lost or destroyed, a copy of the permanent roll or 
book in the county clerk's office of the county, or in the office of the clerk 
of the corporation or hustings court of a city, as a case may be, shall be 
made and certified by the county court of the county or clerk of the cor- 
poration or hustings court of the city, as the case may be, and when so 
made and certified shall be used for all purposes with the same force and 
effect as the original roll or book. The clerk for said services shall be al- 
lowed one cent for every fifteen words, to be paid out of the treasury of the 
said county or city. 

2. This act shall be in force from its passage. 



•Sbc. 62. Qualification of voters; diaqttalifications, — Every male citizen 
of the United States twenty-<)ne years old, who has been a resident of 
the State two years, of the county, city, or town one year, and of the 
precinct in which he offers to vote thirty days next preceding the election, 
and who has been duly registered and has paid his State poll-tax, as re- 
quired by law, and is otherwise qualified under the constitution and laws 
of this State, shall be entitled to vote for members of the General As- 
sembly and all officers elected by the people, and in any special election, 
or local option election, in any county, district, city, or town, except when 
otherwise provided by law, but the removal from one precinct to another, 
in the same county, city, or town shall not deprive any person of his right 
to vote in the precinct from which . he has moved until the expiration of 
thirty days from such removal: provided, that the following persons shall 
be ecxluded from registering and voting: Idiots, insane persons, and 
paupers, persons who prior to the adoption of the Constitution were disquali- 
fied from voting by conviction of crime, either within or without this 
State, and whose disabilities shall not have been removed; persons con- 
victed after the adoption of the Constitution, either within or without 
the State, of treason or of any felony, bribery, petit larceny, obtaining 
money or other property under false pretences, emblezzlement, forgery, or 
perjury; persons who, while citizens of this State after the adoption of the 
Constitution, have fought a duel with a deadly weapon or sent or ac- 
cepted a challeng;e to fight such duel either within or without this State, or 
knowingly conveyed a challenge, or aided or assisted in any way in the 
fighting of such duel: provided, also, that no officer, solider, seaman, or 
marine of the United States army or navy shall be deemed to have gained 
a residence as to the right of suffrage in the State or in any county, city, 
or town thereof, by reason of his being stationed therein, nor shall any 
inmate of any charitable institution or a student in any institution of 
learning, be regarded as having either gained or lost a residence; as to the 
right of sufferage by reason of his location or sojourn in such institution. 

Sec. 64. Electoral hoards; how appointed, — There shall be in each 
county and city an electoral board, composed of three niembefs, who shall 
be appointed by the circuit court of the county or corporation court of tjie 
city, or the judge of the court in vacation. The first appointment of said 
board shall be made during the month of February, nineteen hundred 
and four, when one member of the board shall be appointed for a term of 
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one year, one for a term of two years, and one for a term of three years. 
During the month of February in each year thereafter, as the terms of the 
members of the board shall respectively expire, their successors shall be 
appointed for the full term of three years. Any vacancy occurring in 
any board shall be filled by the same authority for the unexpired term. 
The term of the electoral boards appointed under this act shall commence 
on the first of March next succeeding their appointment. The members of 
said board shall qualify before the first of March next succeeding their 
appointment by taking and subscribing the oaths required to be taken by 
county and city officers. 

Each electoral board shall appoint the judges, clerks, and registrars of 
election for its city, or county, including the towns therein, and in appointing 
judges of election, representaton as far as possible, shall be given to each 
of the two political parties which at the general election next preceding 
their appointment, cast the highest and next highest number of votes. 

No person, nor the deputy of any person, holding any office or post of 
profit or emolument under the United States government, 9v who is in the 
employment of such government, or holding any elective office of profit 
or trust in the State, or in any county, city, or town thereof, shall be ap- 
pointed a member of the electoral board or a registrar or judge of election. 

Sec. 65. Chairman and secretary. — ^The said board shall elect one of 
their number chairman and another secretary. 

Sec. 67. Appointment of registrars. — W shall be the duty of the 
electoral board of each city and county, prior to the first day of April, 
nineteen hundred and four, and every alternate year thereafter, to ap- 
point a registrar for each election district of their respective counties and 
cities, who shall be a discreet citizen and resident of the election district 
in and for which he is appointed, and who shall hold office for the term 
of two years from the first day of May following his appointment and 
until his successor is duly appointed and qualified. In the city of Rich- 
mond it shall be lawful for each registrar to appoint a clerk and to ad- 
minister to him the same oaths as those taken by the registrar. The 
said electoral boards shall, from time to time, fill any vacancy that may 
occur in the office of registrar. 

Sec. 68. Meetings of "boards; quorum; record of proceedings. — ^The 
electoral board of each city and county shall convene in regular session 
at^ such time in the month of March of each year as the board may pre- 
scribe, and at any other time upon the call*of any member of the board, 
but at any special meeting the board shall have the same powers as at a 
regular meeting. At any session two members shall constitute a quorum. 
The secretary of each electoral board shall keep, in a book to be provided 
for that purpose, an accurate account of all the proceedings of the board, 
including all appointments and removals of judges, clerks, and registrars 
which shall be open to the inspection of any one who desires to examine 
the same at any time. 

Sec. 69. Board to fill valiancy in office of registrar; may remove 
registrars, judges^ and clerks. — The said electoral board shall have the 
power, and it shall be their duty, after the first of March, nineteen hun- 
dred and four to declare vacant and to proceed to fill, the office of any 
registrar in their respective cities, counties, and towns who fail to qualify 
and deliver to the clerk of the board his official oath in the usual form 
within thirty days after he has been notified of his appointment, which 
notification shall be promptly gjven by the clerk. The board shall also have 
power, after the first of March; nineteen hundred and four, to remove from 
office any and every judge of election, registrar, or clerk ui>on notice who 
fails to discharge the duties of his office according to law. 
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Sec. 70. Pay of hoard. — ^Each member of the electoral board shall re- 
ceive from the county or city, . respectively, for each day of actual service, 
the sum of two dollars: provided, that no member of such board shall re- 
ceive more than ten dollars in any one year. And the counties and cities, 
respectively, shall furnish the necessary stationery for the use of the board 
and a bound book in which to record their proceedings. 

Seo. 71. New registration provided for. — The said electoral boards 
shall provide for a new registration of voters for any election district of 
their respective counties or cities whenever, in their opinion, the same 
may have become necessary by reason of the loss or destruction of the 
registration books, or when said books are so mutilated, blotted, defaced, 
or otherwise 4n such condition as to render it difficult, troublesome, or 
unsafe to use them longer; thereupon the registrars shall g;ive notice of 
the time and place of registration by printed or written hand-bills posted at 
not less than five places in the election district, at least thirty days before 
the day of registration, and shall sit three days for the purpose of regis- 
tering all qualified voters who may apply for registration, and be entitled 
to vote at such precinct at the election to be held next after such regis- 
tration. And whenever the registration books in any election district may 
be so multilated and defaced as to render it proper, in the judgment of 
said board, that the said books should be copied, the said board is author- 
ized to order it to be done; and in such case it shall be the duty of the 
registrar for such election district to cause fair copies to be made of the 
old registration books, and they shall take the place of the old books, 
which shall be filed and preserved in the office of the registrar as the 
other books are kept. 

Sec. 72. When judges of circuit court to fill vacancies in hoard. — If any 
of the members of the electoral board for any county or city shall fail to 
qualify within the time prescribed by this chapter, it shall be the duty of 
the judge of the circuit court of each county or corporation court of the city 
to fill vacancies either in term or vacation. 

Sec. 73. Who to he registered. — ^Each registrar shall, after the first 
day of January, nineteen hundred and four, register every male citizen of 
the United States, of his election district, who shall apply to be registered 
at the time and in the manner required by law, who shall be twenty-one 
years of age at the next election, who has been a resident of the State two 
years, of the county, city, or town one year, and of the precintct in which he 
offers to register thirty days next preceding the election, who, at least six 
months prior to the election, has paid to the proper officer all State poll- 
taxes assessed or assessable against him under this or the former Constitution 
~ for three years next preceding that in* which he otfers to register, or if he 
come of age at such time that no poll-tax shall be assessable against him 
for the year preceding the year in which he offers to i*egister, has paid one 
dollar and fifty cents in satisfaction of the first year's poll-tax assessable 
against him, and unless physically unable to do so, shall make application 
to the registrar in his own handwriting, without aid, suggestion, or mem- 
orandum, in the presence of the registrar, stating therein his name, age, 
date, and place of birth, residence, and occupation at the time and for the 
two years nexl preceding, and whether he has previously voted; and if so, 
the State, county, and precinct in whidti he voted last; and shall answer 
on oath any and all questions affecting his qualifications as an elector, 
submitted to him by the registrar, which question and answers thereto 
shall be reduced to writing, certified by the said registrar, and preserved 
as a part of the official records: provided, that the following persons shall 
be excluded from registering: Idiots, Insane persons, and paupers and 
persons who prior to the adoption of the Constitution were disqualified 
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from voting by conviction of crime, eitlier within or without the State, 
and whose disabilities shall not have been removed; persons convicted after 
the adoption of the Conetitution within or without the State, of treason, 
or any felony, bribery, petit larceny, obtaining money or property under 
false pretences, embezzlement, forgery, or perjury; persons who while citi- 
zens of this State, after the adoption of the Constitution, have fought a duel 
with fi deadly weapon, or sent or accepted a challenge to fight such duel 
within or without this State, or knowingly conveyed a challenge, or aided 
or assisted in any way in the fighting of such duel, unless the disabilities 
incurred thereby have been removed. If any person -claiming to be a na- 
turalized citizen of the United States shall not be able to establish the 
date of his papers, or the court in which they were Issued," by reason of 
his having lost the same, or for other cause, then his oath or afllrmation 
that he has been duly naturalized shall be accepted and shall entitle him 
to register. It shall be the duty of the registrar to furnish a suitable 
and convenient place, with necessary table, chair, paper, and ink or pencil 
to be used by persons desiring; to register in writing their applications 
for registration, the cost of the same to be paid out of the county or city 
treasury. It shall also be the duty of the reglsti*ar to preserve the written 
application of all persons who are registered, or who are denied registra- 
don by him, for at least one year after such application is presented, salA 
drrltten application to be filed and kept with the registration books and 
preserved as a part of the official records. If a person is refused registra- 
tion, he shall be at once notified of such refusal. 

Sec. 74. Secretary of Commonwealth to prepare and distribute hooks 
for i^gistration. — The secretary of the Commonwealth shall cause to be 
prepared suitable books for the registration of voters, and forward them to 
the county clerks and to the clerks of the corporation or hustings courts 
of the cities, to be by them distributed to the registrars of their respective 
election district The hooks shall be so arranged as to admit of the alpha- 
betical classification of those registered, and shall be ruled in parallel ool- 
ums. In which shall be entered the number, name of voter, the fact that he 
is sworn, his age, occupation, the place of residence at time of registration, 
the length of time of his residence in the county or city, and, if in a city, 
stating the name of the street and number of house in which he resides, 
provided the same be numberd; the time of his residence in the State, and 
if naturalized, the date of his papers and the court by which issued, if 
known, and if registered as a voter, exempt from payment of poll-tax 
under section twenty-two of the Constitultion. The list of voters, white and 
colored, shall be kept and arranged in seperate books. 

See. 75. Registration oath. — Before a registrar shall register the name 
of any person as a voter, he shall be satisfied of his qualification as herein- 
before prescribed, and every person applying for registration shall, before he 

is registered, take and subscribed the following oath: "I, — • , do 

solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am entitled to register under the Con- 
stitution and laws of this State, and that I am not disqualified from exer- 
cising the Tight of suffrage by the Constitution of Virginia," which oath, so 
subscribed, shall be filed with the registrar and preserved with the books 
of registration. 

Sec. 76. Oath of registrar; his poy.-— Bach registrar shall, before en- 
tering upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe, before some officer 
authorized by law to administer oaths, the oath of office prescribed In the 
Constitution of this State, which oath he shall prescribe and file in the clerk's 
office of the county, corporation, or hustings court of his county or corpor- 
ation. He shall receive a compensation of two dollars for each day that 
he is sitting as registrar, and one dollar for posting notices, to be paid out 
of the county or corporation treasury. 
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Sec. 77. Registrar ineligible to office. — No person who acts as registrar 
shall be eligible to an office to be filled by election by the people at the 
election to be held next after he has so acted as registrar. 

Sec. 78. As amended by aot of March 19, 1906. When voters registered; 
duties of registrars; their pap. — ^Each registrar shalU annually, on the 
third Tuesday in May, at his voting place, proceed to register the names of 
all qualified voters within his election district not previously registered in 
the said district, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, who 
shall apply to be registered, commencing at sunrise and closing at sunset, 
and shall complete such registration on the third Tuesday in May. Thir- 
ty days previous to the November elections the registrar shall sit one day 
for the purpose of amending and correcting the list, at which time any qual- 
ified voter applying and not previously registered, may be added. He shall 
give notice of the time and place of all registrations for at least ten days 
before each Sitting, by posting written or printed notices thereof at ten 
or more public places in his election district. The regjlstrar shall, at any 
time previous to the regular days of registration, register any voter entitled 
to vote at. the next succeeding election who may apply to him to be regis- 
tered; and he shall receive as compensation ten cents for the name so reg- 
istered on days other than the regular days of registration, the same to 
be paid out of the county or city treasury. It shall be the duty of the 
registrar within five days after each sitting, to have posted at three or more 
public places in his election district written or printed lists of the names 
of all persons so admitted to registration, and at the same time to also 
certify to the 'clerk of the circuit, hustings, or "corporation court of the coun- 
ty, city, or town, a true copy of such list and to have like list posted on 
the day of the election at the place of voting in his election district. 

And it shall be the duty of the said clerk upon receipt of such list, to 
forthwith record in a suitable book, to be kept In his office for that purpose, 
the names of the registered voters so certified, in alphabetical arrangement. 

For making and certifying such list the registrars shall be allewed 
three cents for each ten words counting initials as words and the clerks 
for recording the same shall be allowed two cents for each ten words, 
counting initials as words, the same to be paid out of the treasury of coun- 
ty, city, or town. 

Bee. 79. Clerks to furnish registrars with names of voters who have 
heen convicted of certain offences; their names and the names of persons 
who have died to he struck from hooks. — The county clerk, and the clerk of 
each hustings or corporation court shall, at each registration, deliver to 
each registrar in his county or city a list of all voters who have been con- 
victed of any of the offences enumerated in section twenty-three of the 
Constitution since the last registration. It shall be the duty of the regis- 
trar to correct his list in accordance with the list thus furnished, and he 
shall strike from the list of voters the name of any person so convicted upon 
the production before him of a certificate of the clerk of a court of com- 
petent jurisdiction that such person has been so convicted since December 
first, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, in such court, or has been so con- 
victed by a mayor, police justice or justice of the peace in the county or 
corporation wherein is held the court to which the said clerk belongs, un- 
less said person shall produce a pardon from the governor, or a certificate 
from the keeper of rolls that his disabilities have been removed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly. It shall also be the duty of the registrar to strike from the 
list of voters the names of all persons who are proven before him to have 
died. If any voter whose name has been so stricken off shall appear at any 
election and offer to vote upon satisfactory proof that he has not changed 
his residence since his registration, hisi name shall be restored to the regis- 
tration books by the judges of election, and he shall be permitted to vote 
if qualified in other respects. 
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Sec. 80. Voter changing his residence may change his registration. — 
Whenever a registered voter changes his place of residence from one elec- 
tion district to another In the same county or city it shall be lawful for 
him to apply for, in person or in writing, and it shall be the duty of the 
registrar of his former election district, at any time up to and including the 
regular days of registration, to furnish a certificate that he was duly regis- 
tered and that his name, has, since his removal, been erased from the regis- 
tration books of said election district, which shall be sufficient evidence to 
entitle him to be registered in the election district to which he has removed, 
on its appearing; to the satisfaction of the registrar that he has resided prior 
to the next election in such district for thirty days, and the name of every 
such person shall be entered at any time up to and including the regular 
days of registration by the registrar on the registration books of the elec- 
tion precinct to which the voter has removed; and whenever a registered 
voter changes his place of residence from one county or city to another 
county or city It shall be lawful for him to apply to the registrar of his 
former election district at any time up to and including the regular days 
of registration, in person or In writing, to furnish a certificate that he was 
duly registered and that his name since his change of residence and re- 
moval has been erased from the registration books of said election district, 
which certificate shall be delivered to the registrar of the election district 
in which he resides and offers to be reg;istered In the county or city to 
which he has removed, and will entitle him to be registered in said district 
on its appearing, to the satisfaction of said registrar, that he has resided, 
or will have resided prior to the next election in the county or city to which 
he has removed, for one year; and the name of every such person shall be 
entered at any time up to and including the regular days of registration on 
the election books of the election district in which said person resides; 
and no voter who has been heretofore registered at any election district In 
this State shall be entitled to be registered in any other election district 
unless he shall deliver to the registrar of the district in which he offers to 
be registered said certificate, which shall be kept on file by said registrar. 

Sec. 81. When hounds of district changed; how voter may change his 
registration. — 'When the boundaries of any election district, changed in pur- 
suance of law, shall Include the residence of any voter who has already 
registered in another election district, it shall be lawful for said voter to 
chang,e his place of registration to his own election district In the manner 
provided for a registered voter In the preceding section. 

Sec. 82. Duty of registrars when hounds of election districts changed. — 
When a re-arrangement of existing election districts is made, the regis- 
trars thereof shall make out, certify, and deliver to each other lists of the 
registered voters In their respective districts whose voting places are 
changed by the re-arrangement; or when a new election district is created 
out of one or more already existing, the registrar of the old district or 
districts shall make out, certify, and deliver to the registrar of the new 
district a list of the registered voters who have been placed by the change 
in the new district. The registrars to whom said lists are delivered shall 
forthwith enter the names of the persons contained in said lists in their 
respective registratlon'-booke ; and the said persons shall at once acquire 
the right to vote In the districts, respectively, to which they are so trans- 
ferred. The names thus transferred shall be stricken by the registrars trans- 
ferring them from their registration-books; and when a new district is cre- 
ated as aforesaid, the registrar of the old district shall, after making such 
transfers, make out new registration-books for his district. For such ser- 
vices as may be rendered by the registrars under this section, the board of 
supervisors of the county or the council of the city, as the case may be, 
shall make proper allowance. 
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Sec. 83. To provide an appeal to any person denied registration, — (Ap 
proved November 28, 1903.) 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That any person 
denied registration shall have the right to appeal, without payment of writ 
tax or giving security for costs, to the circuit court of the county or to the 
corporation court of the city, In which he offers to register, or to the judge 
thereof in vacation, by presenting; to such court or judge, within ten days 
thereafter, a petition in writing to have his right to register determined, 
containing a statement of the facts proved before the said registrar, to whi-ch 
the registrar shall make answer in writing. The matter shall be heard and 
determined upon such petition and answer and such evidence as may be 
introduced in support thereof. 

2. Such proceedings shall take precedence over all other business of 
the said court or judge, and shall be heard as soon as possible. 

3. Upon the filing of such petition the clerk of the court shall at once 
give notice to the Commonwealth's attorney for his county or city, whose 
duty it shall be to appear and defend against said petition in behalf of the 
State. 

4. Judgment in favor of the petitioner shall entitle him to registration. 
From judgment rendered against him a writ of error shall lie to the 
supreme court of appeals in favor of the petitioner. 

5. This act shall be in force from its passage. 

Sec. 84. Registrar to deliver hooks to judges of election; fine for fail- 
ure. — The registrar at each place of voting shall deliver to the judge of elec- 
tion his registration-books not later than sunrise on the morning of election 
day; and after such election the judges of election shall turn over the 
registration-books to the registrar, who shall keep and preserve the same, 
and the said registration-books at all times be open to public inspection. 
Any registrar negligently failing so to deliver his books shall be fined thirty 
dollars; and any registrar wilfully failing so to do, shall be fined not less 
than twenty, nor more than one hundred dollars and imprisoned in jail 
not less than six nor more than twelve months. 

Sec. 85. Registrar to be a conservator of the peace, — ^Every registrar 
shall preserve order at and in the vicinity of the place of registration; and 
to enable him to do so, he shall be clothed with all the powers of a con- 
servator of the peace while engaged in the duties imposed by law; may exclude 
from the place of registration all persons whose presence he deems un- 
necessary, and may appoint special constables, not exceeding three in num- 
ber, in each magisterial district or ward, and may summon the bystanders 
or other persons in the vicinity to assist whenever, in his judgment, it shall 
be necessary to preserve order. 

Sec. 86. How registration hooks purged. — It shall be lawful for any 
five qualified voters of an election district, fifteen days previous to either of 
the regular days of registTation, to post written or printed notices at not 
less than three public places in said district, including the voting place 
therein, of the names of all persons alleged by said voters to be improperly 
on the registration-books of that district. The notice shall be signed by the 
persons posting the same. On the regular day of registration the registrar 
shall hear testimony produced Tor or against the right of persons named in 
said notice to l)e retained on the registration- books; and if he be satisfied 
that any person mentioned in said notice has removed from the election 
district, has died, or for any other reason is not a qualified voter, he shall 
strike his name from the registration books. From such decision of the 
registrar any person may appeal in the same manner as is provided in sec- 
tion eighty-three. The registrar shall immediately after the regular day 



20 

of registration post written or printed notices at the voting place and at two 
other public places in his election district of all the names stricken from 
the registration-books. If the registrar should be unable to hear the evi- 
dence to the names posted on the regular days of registration, the books 
may be kept open, as to such names only, for four other days. 
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STATE, COUNTY, DISTRICT AND CITT OFFICERS. 
Terms of Office; Vaeanoies. 

Sec. 87. Governor, lieutenant-governor, attorney-general, secretary of 
the Commonwealth, State treasurer, superintendent of public instruction, 
and commissioner of agriculture; election; term of office. — The governor, 
lieutenant governor, attorney-general, secretary of the Ck>mmonwealth, 
State treasurer, superintendent of public Instruction, and commissioner of 
agriculture sjiall be chosen by the qualified voters of the Commonwealth, 
at the general election to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November, of the year one thousand nine hundred and five, and every 
fourth year thereafter, and shall hold their offices for a term of four years, 
to commence on the first day of February next succeeding their election. 

Seo. 88. Returns; hoto votes counted and election determined. — ^The 
secretary of the CJommonwealth, on the first day of the session- of the Gen- 
eral Assembly next succeeding the election of a governor and lieutenant- 
governor, shall deliver the returns of such election to the speaker of the 
House of Delegates, who shall within one week thereafter, in the presence 
of a majority of the Senate and House of Delegates, open said returns, and 
the vote shall be counted, and the election determined in conformity with 
the provisions of the seventeenth section of article five of the Constitution. 

Sec. 89. When offices of governor and lieutenant-governor vacant, who 
to discharge duties; how vacancies filled. — ^When a vacancy occurs in the 
office of governor and lieutenant-governor, the duties of the office of 
governor shall be discharged by the president pro tempore of the Senate, 
until a governor is elected and qualified; or if the Senate be not in session, 
by the person who was president pro tempore at the close of the next 
preceding session. While so discharging the duties of the office of governor, 
such person shall not act as president pro tempore of the Senate, nor 
vote as a member thereof. He shall, within five days after such vacancy oc- 
curs, issue writs of election for the unexpired terms of the said officers, ' 
to be lield within sixty days from the issuing of such writs. If the General 
Assembly be not in session at the time of such election, or be not other- 
wise convened within sixty days thereafter, it shall be his duty to con- 
vene the same within the sixty days, In order that the vote may be counted 
in the mode prescribed by the Comstitution. 

Sec. 90. When office of lieutenant-governor vacant, who to discharge 
duties. — When a vacancy occurs in the office of lieutenant-governor only, 
the duties of that office shall be discharge by the president pro tempore of 
the Senate, but he shall not by reason thereof be deprived of his right to act 
and vote as a member of the Senate. 

Sec. 91. When office of attorney-general. State treasurer, secretary of 
the Commonwealth, superintendent of public instruction vacant, how filled. — 
When a vacancy occurs in the office of attorney-general during the session 
of the General Assembly, it shall be filled by election by the joint vote 
of the two houses. If such vacancy occurs when the General Assembly 
is not in session, the State treasurer, auditor of public accounts, and second 
auditor, or a majority of them, shall elect an attorney-general and shall 
certify the fact fo the governor. The person so elected shall hold office 
until the end of the unexpired term, or until tiiirty days after the com- 
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mencemen^i of the next session of the General Assembly, whichever may 
happen first. At such next session an attorney-general shall he elected 
by the joint vote of the two houses for .such part of the term as has not 
expired. A vacancy in the oflBce of secretary of the CJommon wealth. State 
treasurer, ^r superintendent of public ihstruction occuring during the 
session of the General Assembly shall be filled for the unexpired term by 
a joint vote of the two houses. Should a vacancy occur in any of such 
offices during a recess of the General Assembly, the governor shall fill 
such vacancy by appointment, the appointee to hold for the unexpired term, 
or until thirty days after the commencement of the next session of the 
General Assembly, whichever shall happen first. At such next session 
the General Assembly shall fill any such vacancy by an election by the 
joint vote of the two houses for the unexpired portion of the term. 

Sec. 92. (As amended by act of March 14, 1906.) Sheriffs, attorneys 
for the Commonwealth, commissioners, and treasurers; when elected; term 
of office. — Sheriffs, attorneys for the Commonwealth and county treasurers 
shall be chosen by the qualified voters of the respective counties at the 
general election on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, nine- 
teen hundred and three, and every fourth year thereafter, and shall hold 
their offices for the term of four years from the first day of January next 
succeeding • after election. The commissioners of the revenue for each 
county shall be appointed by the circuit courts of their respective counties, 
or by the judges of such courts in vacation, at some time between the first 
day of July and the first day of October, In the year nineteen hundred 
and seven, and between those dates every fourth year thereafter, and shall 
hold their offices for the term of four years from the first day of January 
next su'oceeding their appointment. The commissioners of the revenue 
now in office shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective 
offices until their successors shall be appointed and qualified. 

Sec. 93. Clerks of courts; when elected; term of office; when clerk of 
c'ounty court to te clerk of circuit court. — In every county there shall be 
a county clerk, wTio shall be clerk of the circuit court of the said county. 
The terms of the clerks of the county and circuit courts now in office, or 
their successors, shall continue until the first day of February, nineteen hun- 
dred and four; and thereupon the several clerks of the county courts in those 
counties in which such clerks are now ex-officio clerks of the circuit courts 
of said counties, and the clerks of all the other county courts of the State, 
except the counties of Accomac, Augusta, Bedford, Campbell, Elizabeth 
City, Fairfax, Dee, Loudoun, Henrico, Rockingjham, Nansemond, Southamp- 
ton, Pittsylvania, Nelson, and Fauquier, shall be and become the county 
clerks of their respective counties ,and as such the clerks of the circuit 
courts created therefor by the Constitution, and shall hold office as such 
until the first day of January, nineteen hundred and six, unless sooner 
removed ,and their successors shall be elected on Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, nineteen hundred and five: provided, that the first 
term of the clerks so elected be for six years, and their successors shall 
be chosen on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, nineteen 
hundred and eleven, and every eight years thereafter. In the counties 
of Accomac. Augusta, Bedford, Campbell, Elizabeth City, Fairfax, Lee, 
Loudoun, Hanover, Henrico, Rockingham, Nansemond, Southampton, 
Pittsylvania, Nelson, and Fauquier, in which there are now separate clerks 
for the county and circuit courts thereof, there shall be elected on Tuesday 
after the firsf Monday in November, nineteen hundred and three, and 
every eight years thereafter, county clerks for such counties: provided, 
however, that the terms of office of all county clerks chosen at thp. first 
election held under this section shall expire on the first day of January, 
nineteen hundred and twelve. 
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Sec. 94. "Voters of cities not to vote for county officers. — ^Nothing con- 
tained in the two preceding sections shall be construed to authorize the 
voters of any city, living within the corporate limits thereof, to vote at 
any election held for treasurer. Commonwealth's attorney, sheriff, clerk, 
or any commissioner of the revenue for the county in which the said 
city is located, or is a part. 

Sec. 95. Surveyors and superintendents of the poor, how appointed; 
term of office. — Each county judge, upon the recommendation of the board 
of supervisors of each county in which he holds his court shall, between 
the passage of this act and the first of January, nineteen hundred and four, 
and every circuit judge in the month of November, ninteen hundred and 
seven^ and every fourth year thereafter, shall, upon like recommendation, 
appoint for each county in which he holds his court, one county surveyor 
and one superintendent of the poor; provided, that such judge may, if he 
think proper reject the recommendation, and unless the Board of Alder 
men recommend other persons, suitable, in his opinion, for said oflBces, 
within thirty days after their first recommendation has been rejected, he 
shall fill the said offices, or either of them, by his own appointment, in term 
or vacation 

No recommendation made by the board of supervisors shall be rejected 
by the judge, except for reasons entered of record. Said officers shall enter 
upon the duties of their offices on the first day of January next succeeding 
their appointment, and shall hold their offices for the term of four years. 

Sec. 96. When district officers to he elected; term of office. — In each 
magisterial district there sh^ll be chosen by the qualified voters thereof at 
the general election to be held on Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 
In the year nineteen hundred and three, and every four years thereafter, 
one supervisor, one constable, three justices, and one overseer of the poor, 
who shall hold their respective offices for the term of four years. 

Seo. 96a. In tihose counties now having a special road law, whose 
officers were elected by the people for the term of two years, the term of 
road commissioner, road director, and any other district officer is hereby 
extended for the further period of two years from the expiration of the 
term to which they were last elected. After the expiration of said extended 
period the regular term to which all such district road officers shall be 
elected shall be four years. 

Sec. 97. Additional justices and constables provided for. — ^Whenever a 
circuit court shall be of opinion that the public service requires a greater 
number of justices or constables in any district than those specified in 
section ninety-six, and shall so enter of record and designate the number 
of such additional officers, notice thereof shall be published in such district, 
and at the next succeeding general election of district officers, such ad- 
ditional officers shall be elected in the mode prescribed for the election of 
district officers, and continue to be elected at each succeeding general election 
of district officers until otherwise ordered by 15ie court. And it shall be 
J^wful for the said court to appoint officers to serve until such additional 
officers are elected and qualified. Such officers, whether elected or appoint- 
ed, shall qualify and give bond as prescribed for district officers. The said 
court may, in its direction, revoke the order requiring such additional 
officers, such revocation to take effect at the expiration of the terms of such 
officers. 

Sec. 98. (As amended by act of March 14, 1906.) Providing for of- 
ficers of cities; their election and terms of office. — In each city of this Com- 
monwealth liaere shall be elected by the qualified voters thereof on the 
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second Tuesday in June, nineteen hundred and four, and ev«ry four years 
thereafter, a mayor, who shall be the chief executive officer of such city, 
whose term of office shall begin on the first day of September succeeding his 
election, and continue for four years thereafter. On Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, nineteen hundred and five, and every four years there- 
after, the qualified voters of each of iSde cities of this Commonwealth shall 
elect a city sergeant, an attorney for the Commonwealth, a city treasurer, 
and all other city officers elected by such qualified voters, whose election is 
not otherwise provided for by law, Vhose term of office shall begin on the first 
day of January next succeeding their election, and continue for four years 
thereafter. In each city which has a court in whose office deeds are ad- 
mitted to record, except the cities of Bristol, Radford and Buena Vista, 
there shall be elected by the qualified voters on Tuesday after the first 
ilonday in November, minteen hundred and five, and every eight years there- 
after, a clerk of such court to be called the clerk of the corporation or 
hustings court, whose term of office shall begin on the first day of February 
of the second year after such election, and shall continue thereafter for 
eight years, and in the city of Richmond there shall be elected also at the 
same time and for the same terms a clerk of the cQiancery court and a 
clerk of the law and equity court of the city of Richmond, whose terms of 
office shall begin on the first day of February of the second year after such 
election. 

In cities having a population of thirty thousand or more there shall be 
elected by the qualified voters a separate clerk of the circuit court of such 
city on Tuesday after the first Mbnday in November, nineteen hundred and 
three, and every eight years thereafter, whose term of office shall begin on 
the first day of January, succeeding his election and continue thereafter for 
eight years: provided, that the terms of such clerks first elected under this 
section shall begin on the first day of January, nineteen hundred and four 
and shall expire on the first day of January, nineteen (hundred and twelve: 
provided, that the present terms of the clerks of city courts not herein other- 
wise expressly provided shall continue until the first day of February, nine- 
teen hundred and four. 

In the cities of Radford, Bri-stol and Buena Vista there shall be elected 
by the qualified voters on Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 
nineteen hundred and three, and every eight years thereafter, unless suc5i 
courts are sooner abolished, a clerk of such city court, to be called the 
clerk of the corporation court, whose term of office shall begin on the 
first day of February following his election, and continue for eight years 
thereafter, unless the said court shall be sooner abolished. 

The commissianers of the revenue for eacQi of the cities of this Com- 
monwealth shall be appointed by the corporation or hustings court of their 
respective cities, or by the Judges of such courts in vacation; or if there 
be no such corporation or hustings court, then by the circuit court having 
jurisdiction in such city at some time between the first day of July and the 
first day of October in the year nineteen (hundred and nine, and between 
those dates every fourth year thereafter, and shall hold their offices for the 
term of four years from the first day of January next succeeding their ap- 
pointment. The commissioners of the revenue now in office shall continue 
to discharge the duties of their respective offices until their successors shall 
be appointed and qualified. 

» 
Sec. 99. — ^All provisions of any city charter in conflict with this 
section are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 100. When election held to fill vacancy. — In case the election to 
any public office required to be filled by the qualified voters of any county, 
corporation, magisterial district, or ward, shall not be specially provided 
for by law, an election to such office may be had at the general election held 
next before the time provided for the term of such office to commence. 
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Sec. 101. How election for free school j^urposes held and results de- 
tertnined. — All officers who, under the general laws, are charged wlt&i the 
conduct of elections and. the determination of the results thereof, shall 
render official service in the matter of votes ordered for public free school 
purposes, under such regulations as shall be prescribed by the board of edu- 
cation. But all elections for public free school purposes shall be held, after 
notice thereof, given according to section one hundred and fifteen. 

Sec. 102. When officers to enter upon their duties. — All State, county, 
district, and city officers chosen at a general election shall, unless otherwise 
provided, enter upon the duties of their respective offices on the first day of 
January next thereafter, except that the terms of office of mayors and 
councils of cities shall begin on the first day of September succeeding their 
election. They shall continue to discharge the duties of 'their respective 
offices until their successors shall have qualified. ^ 

Sec. 103. When term of officer elected to fill vacancy commenoes and 
expires. — The term of office of any person cSiosen at a fecial election to 
fill a vacancy in any public office shall commence as soon as he shall qualify 
and give bond, and continue for the unexpired term\>f such office. 

Sec. 104. When duties of officers appointed under section ninety-seven 
hegin and end. — ^Any person appointed a justice or constable under the 
provisions of section ninety-seven, or to fill a vacancy in any public office, 
shall enter upon the duties thereof as soon as he shall have qualified, and 
continue to discharge the same until the person chosen to fill the office bas 
qualified. 

Sec. 105. To whom writs of election directed. — A writ of election shall 
be directed to the sheriff of the county or sergeant of the corporation for 
which the election is to be held; or if the election is to be held for an elec- 
tion district, or to fill a vacancy in the general assembly or in congress, (to the 
sheriffs and sergeants of the respective counties and corporations which, 
or any part of which, are included in the district 

Sec. 106. By whom and when issued; how vacancies temporarily filled. 
— ^When a vacancy occurs in any county, city, town, or district office, the 
same shall be filled by the court of the county or city in which it occurs, 
or the judge thereof in vacation: provided, (however, that if such vacancy 
occurs in any office of a city or town as to filing which vacancy there is 
no provision in the charter or ordinances of such city or town, and which 
has no corporation or hustings court, the same shall be filled by the 
court of the county in which said city or town is situated, or by the judge 
thereof in vacation; when in the office of clerk of a county, by such c6urt, 
or the judge thereof in vacation; when in the office of clerk of the chancery 
court of the city of Richmond, by'^the said court, or the judge thereof in 
vacation; when in the office of sheriff of said city, by the circuit court there- 
of; and when in the office of corporation or hustings court clerk, or attorney 
for the Commonwealtli for a city, by the corporation or hustings court of 
such city, or the judge thereof in vacation. The term of office of any person 
appointed under this section shall commence as soon as he shall qualify and 
continue for the unexpired term of such office: provided, further, when a 
vacancy occurs in a city or town office, and the charter of such corpora- 
tion prescribes the mode of filling such vacancy, the vacancy sTnall be filled 
in the mode so prescribed. 

Sec. 107. Vacancy may he filled ty judge in vacation. — Any appoint- 
ment authorized by the preceding section to be made by a court may be made 
by the judge thereof in vacation; and the appointment, when made in va- 
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cation, shall Be certified by the judge making the same to the clerk of his 
court, to be entered as a vacation order. 

Sec. 108. Appointees to qualify and give J)ond in thirty days. — ^AU 
officers, appointed under the two preceding sections to fill vacancies s(aall, 
within thirty days after appointment, qualify and give bond before the 
court or judge making their appointment, and if before the judge in vaca- 
tion, he shall certify the fact and the certificate and bond shall be re- 
turned and recorded as provided by law. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE ELECTION LAWS. 

Sec. 109. (As amended by act of February 17, 19060 General elections; 
when held. — There shall be held throughout the State, on the Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November in the counties and cities and on the 
second Tuesday in June in the cities and towns, general elections for all 
officers required to be chosen at such elections, repectively. 

Sec. 110. Special elections; what, and when held. — Special elections 
Efiiall be deemed to be such as are held in pursuance of a special law, and 
also such as are held to supply vacancies in any office, whether the same be 
filed by the qualified voters of the State or of any county, corporation, 
magisterial district, or ward, and the same may be held at such time as 
may be designated by such special law or the proper officer duly autho- 
rized to order such elections. 

Sec. 111. Elections; where held. — Polls shall be opened at each place of 
voting prescribed by law in counties, corporations, and election districts 
in which officers are to be elected by the people. 

Sec. 112. Election districts: how constituted. — Each magisterial district 
of a county, and each ward of a city, shall severally constitute an election 
distri-et, unless such magisterial district or ward be divided into more elec- 
tion districts than one, and the elections therein shall be held at' such 
plac^ or places as may be designated by the proper authorities appointed 
by law for that puri)Ose. The election dis-tricts and voting places as now 
constituted shall so continue unless and until changed as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 113. How number increased or diminished, or boundaries altered, — 
Upon the petition of twenty qualified voters of a magisterial district of a 
county, the circuit court of such county may, in its discretion, alter the 
boundaries of any election district therein, and rearrange, increase, or 
diminish the number thereof, and it may change the voting places, or 
establish others therein, not to exceed, however, one voting; place for each 
election district. When an order is entered under this section rearrang- 
ing, increasing, or diminishing the number of election districts in a mag- 
isterial district, it shall be the duty of the court in its order to designate 
such new election district or districts by proper and well-defined boundaries. 
A copy of the order shall be posted, without delay, at the courthouse of the 
county, also at each new voting place established, and at any former voting 
place which may be affected by the change: provided, that no change shall 
be made in any of the said boundaries or voting places within thirty days 
next preceding; any general election, nor until notice shall have been posted 
for thirty days at the front door of the courthouse and at each voting place 
in each election district to be affected by the said change. 

Sec. 114. Councils of cities to establish election districts. — The council 
of a city shall establish for each ward as many election districts as it may 
deem necessary, and a voting place in each district (but so that there shall 
not be less than one election district for every one thousand voters or frac- 
tional part thereof above five hundred), and prescribe and cause to be pub- 
lished the boundaries of said districts; and it may alter the boundaries 
of any such election district, and rearrange, increase, or diminish the num- 
ber thereof, and change the voting places or establish others therein, not to 
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exceed, however, one voting place for each election district: provided, that 
no change shall be made In any of the said boundaries or vojblng places 
within thirty days next preceding any general election. 

Sec. 115, When special election ordered ty governor, et cetera; how 
torit issued and notice given, — Whenever a special election Is ordered by the 
governor, speaker of the house, or president of the senate, It shall be his 
duty to Issue a writ of election, designating the office to be filled at such 
election and the time such election Is to be held, and. transmit the same 
to the sheriff of the county and the sergeant of the corporation in which 
such election is to be held, ito be by such sheriff or sergeant published by 
posting a copy thereof at each voting place in his county or corporation at 
leaat ten days before such election. 

Sec. 116. How in other cases. — ^Whenever a special election is ordered to 
flu a vacancy otherwise than under the preceding section, It shall be the 
duty of the officer ordering such election, at least twenty days before »uch 
election, to issue his writ of election, directed to the sheriff of the county or 
sergeant of the corporation in which the election is to be held designating 
therein the office to be filled, and the time and place of holding the same; 
upon receipt of which such officer shall proceed to cause public notice to be 
given of such election in the same manner as Is required in the preceding 
section. 

Sec. 117. How judges of election appointed; failing to attend, who to 
act. — It shall be the duty of the electoral board of each city and county 
appointed as provided by section thirty-one of the Constitution, in May, 
nineteen hundred and four, and in each year thereafter, to appoint three 
competent citizens, being qualified voters, whose terms of office shall liegin 
on the first of June following their appointment, who shall constitute the 
judges of election for all elections to be held In their respective election 
districts for the term of one year or until their successors are appointed, 
and shall at the same time appoint two clerks for each place of voting, whose 
terms of office shall be coincident with the judgps, to whom shall be ad- 
ministered by the judges, or either of them, or by the officer swearing the 
judges, the same oath as that taken by the said judges. Whenever it is 
possible to do so, the persons so appointed judges of election shall be 
chosen for each voting place from persons known to belong to the two 
political parties casting the highest and next highest number of votes at the 
last preceding election, each of whom shall be able to read and write. The 
members of any electoral board who shall wilfully fail to comply with 
this requirement shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof shall be fined not less than one hundred nor more than five hun- 
dred dollars; but no election shall be deemed invalid when the judges shall 
not belong to different political parties or shall not possess the above 
qualifications. Should any judgje of election fail to attend at any place of 
voting for one hour after the time prescribed by law for opening the polls 
at such election it shall be lawful for the judg;e or judges in attendance to 
select from among the bystanders one or more persons possessing the 
qualifications of judges of election, who shall act as judge or judges of such 
election, and who shall have all the powers and authority of judges ap- 
pointed by eiald electoral board: provided, however, that if the judge or 
judges present have Information that the absent judge or judges will not 
attend, he or they need not wait for the expiration of an hour or any other 
time. Should all the judges appointed for any place of voting fall to at- 
tend at the place of voting for one hour after the time prescribed by law 
for opening the polls at such election. It shall be the duty of any justice 
of the district in which the election is held, who shall be applied to for that 
purpose, or the mayor, if the election is in any election district in a town or 
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a city, to appoint three judges of election for sucli election district, who 
shall possess the same qualifications and .have the same powers as judges 
appointed by an electoral board. Should no judges of election be appointed 
for any county, city; or place of voting; therein, or if appointed they neglect 
or refuse to act for one hour after the time prescribed by law for opening 
the polls at such election. It shall be lawful for any three qualified voters of 
the district, who shall be present and willing to act upon taking the oath 
prescribed for judges of election, to proceed to hold, conduct, and certify 
the election in the manner provided in this chapter, and for that purpose 
shall have all the powers and authority of judges appointed by an electoral 
board, which shall Include the power lo appoint clerks if those chosen by 
the electoral board shall fall to attend or refuse to act 

Seo. 118. QiMliftcation of judges and clerks. — ^No person shall act as a 
judge or clerk of any election who is a candidate or t!he deputy or employee 
of any person who is a candidate for, any office to be filled at such election, 
or who Is the deputy of any person holding any office or post of profit or 
emolument under the United States government, or who Is in the employ- 
ment of such government, or holding any elective office of profit or trust in 
the State, or in any county, city, or town thereof. And before any judge or 
clerk of election shall enter upon the performance of the duties imposed 
upon him by law he shall take and subscribe an oath in the following form, 
to- wit: "I, A. B, judge (or clerk) of the election (as the case may be), do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will perform the duties of judge (or clerk) 
of the election (as the case may be) according to law and the best of my 
ability, and that I will studiously endeavor to prevent fraud, deceit, and 
abuse in conducting this election. So help me Grod." If there is no one 
present authorized to administer oaths, the judgjes of election may admin- 
ister to each other and to the clerks the oaths above provided. 

Sec. 119. How and "by whom poll tooks furnished. — It shall be the duty 
of the county clerk of the county, and the clerks of the corporation courts, 
on the first day of April and October In each year, to make out and trans- 
mit to the Secretary of the Commonwealth a list of the number of election 
districts in their respective counties and corporations, together with the 
number of voters in such district; upon the receipt of which the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth shall transmit to the said clerks, respectively, dupli- 
cate poll books or poll lists for each election district in their respective 
counties or corporations, of sufficient size to contain the names of all the 
voters therein. 

Sec. 120. Form of poll l)ooks. — The following shall be the form of poll 
books to be kept by the judges and clerks of election: 

Poll books of election held in the county of -in the elec- 
tion district of (or in the election district of — — ^ 

ward of city) in the year one thousand eight hundred and 

• A B, C D, -« and B. F. judges, and G H, clerk of said 

election, were respectively sworn (or affirmed) as the law directs previous 
to their entering on the duties of their respective offices. 

Number and Names of Electors. 

A B, No. 1. 

CD, .• No. 2. 

B F No. S. 

G H, No. 4. 
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It is hereby certified that( the number of electors at this election 



amounts to 



lots were not counted because void. 
'Attest: 



And we further certify that 



bal- 



A B, 
C D, 
E F, 



G. H. ] 

I. G. J Clerks. 



}■ Judges. 



Names of persons voted for, and for what office, containing the number 
of votes given for each candidate: 



Governor. 

A,— 1, 
B— 1, 



Lieutenant-Governor. 
D,— 1, 



Representatives in 
Congress. 
E,— 1, 
F,-l, 



Representatives in State Legislature, 



Senate. 
G— 1, 
H,— 1, 



House of Delegates. 
J— 1, 
K,— 1, 



And such other officer^ as may be voted for at the said election. 



We hereby certify that A had 



tenant-governor, et cetera 



votes for governor; that C had 



votes for governor, and B had 



votes for lieu- 



A B, 1 

CD, f Judges. 

E F, J 



G. H. 
I. G. 



J Clerks. 



Sec. 121. When polls opened and closed. — At all elections by the peo- 
ple the polls shall be opened at each voting; place at sunrise of the day on 
which the election is directed to be had, and closed at sunset of the same 
day. 

Sec. 122. Elections to he by ballot,— livery elector shall vote by ballot, 
and each person offering to vote shall deliver a single ballot to one of the 
judges of election, in the presence of the other two judges. The ballot shall 
be a white paper ticket, without any distinguishing mark or symbol, and 
containing on one side the names of the candidates, and offices to be filled, 
in clear print and due and orderly succession, and the names of all persons 
voted for by an elector shall be on one ballot, and the form thereof shall 
be the same in all places when the same persons shall be voted for for 
the same offices; but any voter may erase any name on the ballot voted by 
him and insert another. 
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Sec. 122a. Duty of candidates for office. — ^Any person who intends to be 
a candidate for any oflftce, State or national, to be elected by the electors of 
tlie State at large or of a congressional district shall, at least twenty days 
l)ef ore such election, notify the Secretary of the Commonwealth, in writing 
attested by two witnessess, of such intention, designating the office for which 
lie is a candidate. Such written notice shall be signed by the said candi- 
date, but if he be incapable of writing his proper signature, then some 
mark adopted by him as his signature shall be acknowledged before a jus- 
tice of the peace or other officer authorized to take acknowledgments to 
deeds and in the same manner. Any person who intends to be a candidate 
for any offl-ce not embraced in the foregoing at any election shall give notice 
at least twenty days before such election to the county clerk or clerks of the 
corporation or hustings courts of the county or counties or the city or 
cities whose electors vote for such office, which notice shall in all respects 
be in the same form as that above described required to be given to the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. No person not announcing his candidacy 
as above shall have his name printed on the ballots provided for such 
election. On receipt of the foregoing notice it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth to notify the secretary of each electoral 
board of each county or city of the State or of said congressional district, 
and it shall be the duty of said clerk or clerks to notify the secretary of 
the electoral boards of their respective counties or cities, which notices shall 
be sent by the Secretary of the Commonwealth and clerks immediately after 
the time has expired in which candidates may give notice of their can- 
didacy as prescribed by this section. Said clerks shall send copies of the 
original notices of candidacy to the secretary of the electoral board when 
they notify him. Whenever any secretary of an electoral board is elected 
he shall at once notify the Secretary of the Commonwealth of his election, 
and inform him as to his postoffice address. 

Sec. 122b. How and when ballots printed, — It shall be the duty of the 
electoral boards of the several counties and cities of this State, within ten 
days preceding each election, to cause to be printed a number of ballots equal 
to twice the entire registered vote of the said county or city: provided, how- 
ever, that in magisterial districts of a county or wards of a city, only the 
names of the candidates to be voted for in said district or ward shall be 
placed on the said ballots. These ballots shall be white paper tickets with' 
out any distinguishing mark or symbol, shall contain the names of all the 
candidates complying with the provisions of the law, printed in black ink, 
immediately below the office for which they have so announced their can- 
didacy, in due and orderly succession, and the names on said ballot shall 
be in clear print, in the same order and each name in a separate line, and 
the type used in printing said ballots shall be plain Roman type, not smaller 
than pica. 

Oath of the printer. — The printer with whom the board shall contract for 
the printing of the said ballots shall, before the work is commenced, take an 
oath before the secretary of said board, who is hereby empowered to ad- 
minister said oath, to the following effect "I, , solemnly swear 

that I will print (here insert number) ballots according to the instruction oC 

the electoral board of the county (or city) of ; that I will print, 

and permit to be printed, directly or indirectly, no more than the above 
number; that I will at once destroy all imperfect and perfect impressions 
other than those required to be delivered to the electoral board; that as soon 
as said number of ballots is printed I will distribute the type used for said 
work; and finally, that I will not communicate to any one whomsoever, in 
any manner whatsoever, the size, style, or contents of said ballots." 

This oath shall be reduced to writing and signed by the person taking 
it, and also a similar affidavit shall be required of any employee or other 
person engaged upon said work, or who shall have access to it; and any 
intentional violation of said oath shall constitute the crime of perjury. It 
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aball be the duty of said board to designate one of their number to be 
continuously present in the room in which the said ballots are printed from 
the commencement until the end of said work, and see that the undertak- 
ings of said oath are strictly complied with. For the faithful discharge 
of said duty he shall receive the compensation of two dollars. As soon as 
said ballots are printed they shall be securely wrapped and sealed, and 
such member of the electoral board shall take them into his exclusive 
possession, allowing no one to examine them; nor shall such member com- 
muni<cate to any one any information as to the size, style, or contents of 
said ballots. He shall continue in such exclusive possession until he delivers 
said ballots to the electoral board as hereinafter provided. Any violation of 
the provisions of this section, for which no punishment has been otherwise 
provided, shall be deemed a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of two 
hundred dollars and imprisonment for one month in jail. 

Sec. 122c. Elections for president and vice-president. — In elections for 
president ancl vice»ipresident of the United States the names of electors 
selected by the different political parties, together with the names of the 
candidates for' whom they are expected to vote in the electoral college, shall 
be furnished to the Secretary of the CJommonwealth by any person or per- 
sons representing said parties at least thirty days before any election for the 
said electors of president and vice-president of the United States; and there- 
upon it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the CJommonwealth to im- 
mediately notify the secretary of each electoral board of each county or 
city of the State; and it shall then become the duty of the electoral boards 
of the several counties and cities within the State, within twenty days 
preceding such election, to cause to be printed on the official ballot provided 
for in this act the name of each candidate for president and vice-president 
of each political party, the names of the electors nominated by the political 
party of such candidates; and the qualified voters at said election shall desig- 
nate their preference for any candidates for president and vice-president by 
scrtching the names of the other candidates for president and vice-presi- 
dent, as is provided in section one hundred and twenty-two h of this act, and 
the ballots shall be counted as they would be counted if the na^es of the 
electors had been scratched. 

Sec. 122d. Duties of electoral "boards, semi, et cetera^ — It shall be the 
duty of the electoral board to procure and adopt a seal, if there be not one 
already adopted by the electoral board of such city or county under the laws 
in force prior to the passage of this act, which seal may be changed from 
time to time in the discretion of said board, and shall not be less than two 
inches in diameter. Said board shall meet as soon as convenient after the 
printing of the ballots as provided for in this chapter, of which meeting the 
chairman of the board of supervisors of the county or the judge of the cor- 
poration court of the city, shall be notified, and at which there shall be 
present the said chairman or judge and the members of the said board, but 
no other persons. And said chairman or judge shall thereupom enter of 
record upon the minutes of the electoral board an affidavit stating that said 
ballots were counted and sealed in his presence in the manner prescribed 
by law. And in the event of the inability, through sickness or other in- 
capacity, of the said chairman or judge to discharge any of the duties im- 
posed by this act, it shall be lawful for the said duties to be performed by 
some other member of the board of supervisors of said county, or the judge of 
some other corporation. At this meeting the member of the board who shall 
have secured from the printed the ballots as hereinbefore required shall de- 
liver said ballots to said board. The ballots shall then be carefully counted by 
said board and the number thereof entered by the secretary of the board in 
a book provided by him and kept for such purpose. The board shall affix 
its seal to every ballot printed as above provided, upon the side reverse from 
that upon which the names of the candidates appear. Of the said ballots 
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fhey shall make as many packages as there are vating precincts in said 
county or city, one for each precinct, which package shall contain twice as 
many official hallots as there are voters registered at the precinct for which 
it is intended. Each of these packages shall be securely sealed so that the 
ballots shall be invisible, and so that they, could not be readily opened with- 
out detection. Upon each of said packages shall be endorsed the name of 
the precinct for which it is intended and the number of ballots therein con- 
tained. The packages designed for the various precincts shall remain in the 
exclusive possession of the secretary of the board until delivered by him to 
the judges, or one of the judges, of election of the several precincts as here- 
inafter provided, or until he shall have delivered the same to one or the 
other members of the board, to be delivered to the judge or judges as re- 
quired by this act. The secretary of said electoral board shall keep in his 
sole custody the seal or stamp of said board and in a sealed package, to be 
opened only in the presence of the electoral board and the chairman oi: other 
member of the board of supervisors or the judge of the corporation court 
when in the discharge of their duties as prescribed by this act. 

Sec. 122e. How and when hallots opened,— Before every election the 
secretary of the electoral board shall deliver to the judges, or one of the 
judges, of election the package of official ballots for that preceinct, taking a 
receipt therefor and a certificate that the seals appeared to be untampered 
with. And in the event of the inability, by sickness or other incapacity, of 
said secretary 'to deliver said official ballots as herein provided, the said 
electoral board or the said secretary may cause them to be delivered by 
another member of said board. Said sealed package, at the opening of 
the poll, shall be opened in the presence of the clerks and judges of election, 
and the ballots in said package shall then be carefully counted. All ballots 
remaining unused at the close of the polls shall be carefully destroyed before 
the box is opened. Any person wilfully and corruptly failing to perform the 
duties required of him, or intentionally violating any of the provisions 
of this section, or opening any sealed package of official ballots, except aa 
especially provided for herein, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and be punished with a fin« of two hundred dollars and imprisonment one 
month in jail. 

* Sec. 122f. How voting places arranged. — It shall be the duty of the 
electoral board of the several counties and cities to provide at each of the 
voting places in their respective counties and cities a small compartinent 
or booth large enough to contain and conceal from general observation a 
voter, and a desk or other convenience for writing. In said booth there 
shall be placed pen and ink. Said compartment or booth shall be so erected 
that a person standing at said desk in said booth or compartment shall be 
wholly excluded from the observation of the clerks, judges of election, 
and other persons. The said board, in its discretion, may have one or 
more of said booths at said voting places. 

Sec. 122g. Persons approaching ballot box; order of voting. — ^Except 
as hereinafter provided for save the judges of election and clerks, no per- 
son other than the elector offering to vote shall be within forty feet of the 
ballot-box. The judges of election shall promptly decide any dispute as to 
precedence of electors to the right to vote, deciding who first offered, or 
if two or more offered at the same time, selecting the one to whom pre- 
cedence shall be given; but in case of a challenge the challengers and 
challenged and the witnesses may appear before the judges; when such 
challenge is decided, only the elector having the right to vote shall remain 
within the prescribed limits. 
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Sec. 122h. Method of voting. — ^Every elector qualified to vote at a pre- 
cinct, shall, when he so demands, be furnished with an official ballot by one 
of the judges of election elected for that duty by a majority of the judges 
present. The said elector shall then take the said official ballot and retire 
to aaid voting booth. He shall then draw a line with a pen or pencil through 
the names of the candidates he does not wish to vote for, leaving the title 
of the office and the name or names of the candidates he wishes to vote 
for unscratched. No name shall be considered scratched unless the pen or 
pencil mark extends through three-fourths of the length of said name; and 
no ballot, save an official ballot specially prepared as above provided for, 
shall be counted for any person. -He shall fold said ballot with the names 
of the candidates on the inside and hand the same to the judge of elec- 
tion, who shall place the same in the ballot-box without any inspection 
further than to assure himself that the ballot is a genuine ballot, for which 
purpose he may, without looking at the printed inside of said ballot, inspect 
the official seal upon the back thereof: provided, it shall be lawful for any 
voter to erase any or all names printed upon said official ballot and sub- 
stitute therein in writing the name or names of any person or persons for 
any office for which he may desire to vote. 

fifEO. 122i. Ballot not to "be carried away or copied; penalty, — It shall 
be unlawful for any elector to carry the official ballot furnished him 
by the judge of election further than the voting booth or make any copy 
thereof, and should he, after inspecting said ballot, oon<clude not to vote, he 
must immediately return said ballot to the judges of election. Except as 
hereinafter provided, no person shall advise, counsel, or assist any elector, 
by writing, word, or gesture, as to how he shall vote or mark his ballot after 
the same has been delivered to him by the judges of election. Any 
person violating the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than five 
hundred nor more than one thousand dollars and confined in jail six 
months. To carry any official ballot or copy thereof beyond the voting 
booth or away from said booth, except to the judges of election, or to 
vote any ballot except such as shall be received by the elector from the 
judge of election, shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of one hun- 
dred dollars; and it shall be the duty of the judges of election to cause, 
by verbal order or warrant, the instant arrest of any person making such, 
attempt, and he shall be required to vote or surrender said ballot, and he 
may be confined in jail by the order of said judges of election until he 
obeys said requirements, not exceeding ten days. 

Sec. 122 j. Time allowed for voting, — ^No elector shall be allowed by the 
judges of election to remain in said voting booth provided in this act more 
than two and one-half minutes, to the obstruction of other electors desir- 
ing to vote. Said judges of election shall cause any elector attempting to 
occupy said voting booth for a longer time to retire and surrender hig 
ballot, and he shall not again be allowed to receive an official ballot unlesg 
in the discretion of the judges of election another opportunity to vote will 
not delay or hinder other electors. 

Sec. 122k. Defaced ballots. — Should any ballot be unintentionally or ac- 
cidentally defaced, or in any way rendered unfit for voting by such elector, 
he shall deliver such defaced ballot to the judges of election and receive 
another upon taking oath that the defacement of the ballot first delivered to 
him was not done for the purpose of defacing said official ballot. Any per- 
son swearing falsely to such fact shall be deemed guilty of perjury. 

Judges to assist certain voters. — ^Any person registered prior to the first 
of January, nineteen hundred and four. Shall be assisted in the preparation 
of his ballot by one of the officers of election designated by himself. And 
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the judges, or a majority of them, shall designate one of their number, 
-whose duty it shall be, at the request of any elector registered after the 
first day of January, nineteen hundred and four, who may be physically 
unable to prepare his ballot, to enter the booth with said elector and 
Tender him assistance in preparing his ballot by striking out such names 
as he shall designate. In case said elector be blind, said judge of election 
so appointed and designated shall prepare said ballot for said elector in 
accordance with his instructions, but the said judge shall not enter the 
booth with the voter unless requested by him, and shall not in any manner 
divulge or indicate, by signs or otherwise, the name or names of the per- 
son or persons for whom any elector shall vote. The said judges, or a 
majority of them, shall have power, from time to time, when and as often 
as they may see proper, to change the appointment and designation of the 
judge who shall discharge the duty of assisting voters who are physically 
disabled or blind, as above provided, and designate another judge in his 
place and stead to perform the same; and for a corrupt violation of any of 
the provisions of this section, the person so violating shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and be confined in jail not less than pne nor more 
than twelve months. 

Sec. 122 1. Crowds forbidden; counterfeit ballots. — It shall not be lawful 
upon the day of elections, for persons to congregate and crowd upon 
the public highway within one hundred feet of any of the voting places, 
and any person violating the provisions of this section shall, upon con- 
viction thereof, pay a fine of twenty-five dollars or be confined in jail not 
exceeding ten days. Any member of the electoral board, the printer who 
shall print the oflacial ballots provided for by this act, any judge of election, 
or any person who shall give or sell to any person whomsoever, except 
where it is distinctly provided by this act, any official ballot or copy, or any 
fac simile of the same, or any information about the same, or shall counter- 
feit, or attempt to counterfeit, the same, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor ,and upon conviction thereof shall be fined five hundred dollars and 
imprisoned in jail six months. It shall be the duty of the judges of elec- 
tion if> see that the provisions of this act are strictly carried out. 

Sec. 122m. Elections in totons. — The provisions of this act shall apply 
to all elections held in this State except as hereinafter provided; and where 
the 'election is held in an incorporated town for town officers it shall be 
the duty of all persons who intend to be candidates for office in said town 
to give notice of said candidacy to the county clerk of the county In which 
said town is, as provided by section one hundred and twenty-two cl, and 
said clerk shall notify the electoral board, and the tickets shall be printed 
and delivered and the election held and conducted in the manner provided 
by this chapter, and where the election i.s to be held to ascertain the sense 
of the qualified voters of this State, or of any county, city, town, or district 
of any county, upon any question submitted to them by law, i't shall be. the 
duty of the electoral board of the county or city, or of the county in which 
said town or district is, as the case may be, to have the words printed upon 
the tickets directed by the law submitting said question; but in all other 
respects said election shall conform to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 122n. Penalty for violations. — Any violation of the provisions of this 
chapter for which no punishment has been otherwisf* provided, shall be 
deemed a misdemeanor, and punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, and imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding one month. 

Sec. 122o. 1. — ^No person shall vote at any legalized primary election 
for the nomination of any candidate for office unless he is at the time regis- 
tered and qualified to vote at the next succeeding election. 
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2. In all cases where by its plan of organization, or otherwise, any 
political party in this State requires its candidates to be nominated by pri- 
mary elections, such elections shall be conducted by the judges and clerks, 
or other officers designated by the proper committee or other proper au- 
thority of any such party, and uttder such rules, regulations, and require- 
ments as may be prescribed in the plan adopted by such party. 

3. All laws intended to secure the regularity and purity of general and 
local elections, and to prevent and punish any corrupt practices in con- 
nection therewith, and the penalties and punishments , nov or hereafter 
prescribed by law for such offenses), shall, so far as they may be applicable, 
apply to all primary elections, whether the same be held under any statute 
law of this State or under a plan provided by some political party. 

Sec. 122p. Cost of elections. — The cost of conducting elections under 
this chapter shall be paid by the counties and cities, respectively. 

Sec. 123. Ballot boxes. — The board of supervisors of each county and 
the council of each city shall, at the expense of their respective counties 
or corporations, procure a ballot-box for each place of voting in any elec- 
tion district destitute of the same, which box shall be provided with a 
lock and key, and have an opening through the lid of sufficient size to admit 
a single folded ballot, and no more. Said boxes shall be kept by the judges 
of election for the use of their several election districts. 

Sec. 124. How emptied before election. — The judgjes of election, or one 
of them, immediately before proclamation is made of the opening of the 
polls, shall open the ballot-boxes in the presence of the people there as- 
sembled, and turn them upside down, go as to empty them of everything 
that is in them, and then lock them, and the key thereof shall be delivered 
to one of the said judges, and one of the judges shall forthwith proclaim 
that the polls are open. Said boxes shall not be opened until the close of 
the polls and for the purpose of counting the ballots therein. 

Sec. 125. Where ballot box kept; how ballots received and names of 
voters entered on poll books. — The ballot box shall be kept in public view 
during; all elections. The judge to whom any ballot is delivered shall upon 
the receipt thereof, pronounce in an audible voice the name of the person 
from whom the ballot is received, and if his name is found on the registra- 
tion book, and there be no objection made, the said judge' shall, without 
opening the said ballot or permitting it to be examined (except to ascertain 
whether it is a single ballot), deposit the same in the ballbt-box, whereupon 
the name of the elector shall be checked on the registration book by one of 
the judges and entered by the clerks of election on the poll books and cor- 
rectly numbefed: provided, that where a registered voter has changed his 
place of residence from one election district to another In the same county, 
and has resided for thirty days in the election district in which he offers to 
vote, if he has a certificate showing that he was duly registered in his form- 
er election district in said county, and that his name has since his removal 
'been erased from the registration books of said election district, it shall 
be sufficent evidence to entitle him to vote in the district in which he re- 
sides, and his name shall be registered in the registration book by the reg- 
istrar, if he be present, or by one of the judges of election if hie be not 
present: provided, further, that no person who removes from one city or 
county to another city or county in this State shall be allowed to vote at any 
election therein without having first re^stered upon his transfer at the time 
and in the modes prescribed in sections seventy-eight and eighty of the Code 
of eighteen hundred and eighty-seven: and, provided, further, that in cities 
or towns containing over two thousand inhabitants, the name of such per- 
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son shall not be entered by the Judge, but only by the registrar prior to or 
on the days named in section seventy-eight of the Code, 

Sec. 126. Ohallengea. — Any elector may, and it ehall be the duty oi 
the judges of election to, challenge the vote of any person who may be 
known or suspected not to be .a duly qualified voter. 

Stec. 127. How challenge tried. — ^When any person is so challenged the 
judges shall explain to him the qualifications of an elector, and may ex- 
amine him as to the same; and if the person insists that he is qualified, and 
the challenge is not withdrawn, one of the judges shall tender to him the 
following; oath: "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a citizen 
of the United States, tihat you are twenity-one years old, that you have resided 
in this State for two years, in this county, city, or town for one year, and in 
this district thirty days next preceding this election; and that you are not 
disqualified from voting by the Constitution or laws of this State; that your 
name is (here insert the name given) ; that in such name you were duly 
re|;istered as a voter of this election district; that you are now an actual 
resident of the same; that you are the identical person you represent yourself 
to be; that you have not voted in this election at this or any voting place. 
So help you God." If he refuses to take such oath his vote shall be rejected; 
if, however, he does take it, his vote shall be received, unless the judges 
be satisfied, from record or other legal evidence adduced before them, or 
from their own knowledge that he is not a qualified voter, in which case 
they may refuse to permit such person to vote. And they are hereby 
authorized to administer the necessary oaths or affirmations to all witnesses 
brought before them to testify as to the qualifications of any persons offering 
to vote. When the vote of any person shall be received, after having taken 
tlie oath prescribed in tliis section, it shall be the duty of the clerks of 
election to write on the poll books, at the end of the name of such person, 
the word "sworn." 

Sec. 128. How polls closed; when votes canvcLssed and result declared, 
— As soon as the polls are finally closed (of which closing proclamation ehall 
be made by the judges fifteen minutes previously thereto) the judges shall 
immediately proceed to canvass the vote given at such election, and the said 
canvass shall be continued without adjournment until completed and the re- 
sult thereof declared. 

Sec. 129k How votes canvassed. — The canvass shall commence by taking 
out of the box the ballots unopened — ^not in secret, but in the presence of 
at least two representatives from each political party represented in the 
election, if such representatives request the judges of election to allow them 
to be present when the ballots are taken from the box, and said representa- 
tives shall be entitled to be present and witness the count of the ballots and 
the making; up of the returns as hereinafter provided in this section and 
section one hundred and thirty of the C?ode of Virginia. In case the said 
representatives, or any of them, do not request to be present, the judges 
shall notify the bystanders and select from them as many to come in as 
with the representatives of the political parties present shall make the num- 
ber of four, and in their presence shall open the ballat boxes and canvass 
and count the votes; and the judges of election shall at once proceed to 
examine and count the ballots to ascertain if any double ballots have 1)e^iii 
cast, and whether the number of ballots corresponds with the number of 
names on the poll books; and if two or more separate ballots are found 
Ao folded together as to represent the appearance of a single ballot they 
shall be laid aside until the count of the ballots is completed. If, upon 
a comparison of the said count, and the number of names of electors on 
the poll books, it appears that the two or more ballots thus folded together 
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were cast by the same elector, they shall be destroyed. If the ballots in the 
box are found to exceed the number of names on the poll books, all ballots 
shall be replaced in the ballot box, and after the same be well shaken, one 
of the judges of election, being blindfolded, shall draw therefrom a sufficient 
number of ballots to reduce the same to a number equal to the number of 
names of electors on the poll books. The number of ballots being thus made 
to agree with the number of names on the poll books, the books shall be 
signed by the judges and attested by the clerks; and the number of names 
thereon shall be set down in words and figures at the foot of the list of 
electors on the poll books and over the signatures of the judges and at- 
testations of the clerks in the manner and form prescribed by section one 
hundred and twenty. Whenever the number of ballots is reduced by de- 
struction of fraudulent ballots below the number of names of electors on 
the poll books the cause of such reduction shall be stated at the foot ot 
the list of electors on the poll books before the same are signed and at- 
tested by the judges and clerks, respectively. 

Sec. 130. How votes counted and returns made. — After the poll books 
are thus signed and attested, the judges shall, in the presence of suth 
persons as shall be present under the preceding section, proceed to count and 
ascertain the number of votes cast for each person voted for; and the tickets 
or ballots shall be distinctly read, and as soon as read and cauvassed shall 
be strung by one of the judges on a string, and the clerk shall set down on 
the poll books, next after the certificate of the judges at the foot of the list 
of electors as the returns of the election, the name of every person voted for, 
written in full length, the office for which such person received such votes, 
and the number of votes he received, the number being expressed in figures 
and also at full length in writing, in accordance with the form prescribed in 
said section one hundred and twenty, which said returns, when so made out, 
shall be signed and attested as provided in said section, but no person other 
than the judges of the election shall handle the ballots. 

Sec. 131. When ballot void. — If a ballot is found to contain a greater 
number of names for any one office than the number of persons required to 
fill the said office, or if the title of the office is erased, the said ballot shall be 
considered void as to all the names designated to fill such office, but no 
further; but no ballot shall be void for containing a less number of names 
than is authorized to be Inserted therein. 

Sec. 132. Poll hooks and 'ballots to te sealed; when and ty whom de- 
livered to clerk; where kept; if returns not made, how obtained. — ^After can- 
vassing the votes in the manner aforesaid, the judges, before they adjourn, 
shall put under cover the poll book, seal the same, and direct them to the 
county clerk of the county or clerk of the corporation court of the corpora- 
tion (as the case may be) in which the election is held; and the poll books 
thus sealed and directed (together with the ballots strung as aforesaid en- 
closed and sealed) shall be conveyed by one of the judges, to be determined 
by lot, if they cannot otherwise agree, to the clerk to whom they are directed 
on the day following the election, there to remain for the use of the persons 
who may be lawfully entitled to inspect the same. The clerk to whom the 
ballots are delivered as aforesaid shall, without breaking the seal, deposit 
them in hie office, where they shall be safely kept for twelve months; and he 
shall not allow the same to be inspected unless in cases of contested elections 
or unless they become necessary to be used In evidence, and then only on 
the order of the proper court or officer. If from any cause the judges of elec- 
tion shall fall to make return, as provided by this section, within the time 
limited by the following section for the commisioners to meet and open the 
returns, it shall be the duty of the clerk to whose office such returns ought 
to have been made to dispatch a special messenger to obtain such returns, 
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who shall be subject to the same penalties and entitled to the same compen- 
sation as a judge of election for such seryice. 

Sec. 133. How commissioners of election appointed; when to meet and 
open returns; how vacancies supplied. — The electoral board of each county 
and city shall, at the time they appoint judges and clerics of election, desig- 
nate, five of the judges so appointed to act as commissionsers, who, or any 
three of whom, shall constitute a board, of which the county clerk or the 
clerk of the corporation or hustings court, as the case may be, shall, ex- 
officio, be clerk, whose duty it shall be to meet at the clerk's office of the 
county or corporation for which they are appointed, on the seoond day (Sun- 
day excepted) after any election held therein, and proceed to open the sever- 
al returns which shall have been made at that office; and the said com- 
missioners shall ascertain from the returns the persons who have received 
the greatest number of votes in the county or corporation for the several 
offices to be filled at said election. The result as so ascertained shalt be 
reduced to writing and signed by a majority of the commissioners present 
and constituting such board, and attested by the clerk, and shall be an- 
nexed to the abstract of votes cast at such election, as provided for in 
section one hundred and thirty-six. If from any cause the number of com- 
missioners in attendance at the time and place for opening returns be 
less than three, the commisioner or commissioners in attendance shall select 
from the voters of the county or corporation, as the case may be, one or 
more persons having the qualification of judges of election, who shall act as 
commissioner or commissioners. Should all the commissioners appointed 
for any county or corporation fail to attend at the time and place for open- 
ing returns, it shall be lawful for any justice of the county, or the mayor, 
if the failure occur in any city or town, to appoint from among the voters of 
the county or corporation, as the case may be, three persons having the 
qualifications of judges of elections, who shall act as commissioners. The 
electoral board of the several counties and cities shall have power to fill 
vacancies in such appointments in their respective cities and counties when- 
ever necessary to do so. Any person appointed under this section to fill 
a vacancy in the board of commissioners shall, before entering upon the 
discharge of his duties as commissioner, take an oath before some one 
authorized to administer oaths, to faithfully discharge his duties as com- 
missioner, and when so sworn shall have all the power and authority, and 
be subject to all the penalties of a judge of election appointed for that pur- 
pose T)y the said electoral board. The fact of the appointment being made, 
and the oath taken, shall be noted by the clerk at the foot of the abstract 
of votes provided for in section one hundred and thirty-six. 

Sisc. 134. How irregularities in returns corrected.^t it shall appear to 
any board of election commissioners. In determining the persons who have 
received the greatest number of votes for the several offices voted for in 
such election, that irregularities or informalities occur in the returns of 
the judgjes or clerks of election, which can be cured by amending or cor- 
recting the same, it shall be the duty of said board of comniiesioners Imme- 
diately to summon the said judges and clerks, or such of them as may 
be requisite, to appear before said board, on some day not exceeding five 
days from the date of the summons, for the purpose of amending such 
returns so that the same may conform to the law. The summons may be 
executed by any sheriff, sergeant, constable, or qualified voter, who shall 
receive for such service fifty cents for each person summoned, to be paid by 
the county or corporation in which such election was held. 

Sbc. 135. Who to receive certificates of election; how tie determined. — 
In all elections for the choice of any officer, unless it is otherwise expressly 
provided, the person having the highest number of votes for any office shall 
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be deemed to have been elected to such office and shall receive the certificate 
of election; but if two or more persons have an equal number of votes for 
any county, city, town, or district office, and a higher number than any other 
person, the commissioners aforesaid shall proceed publicly to determine by 
lot which of the candidates shall be declared elected. 

Sec. 136. Abstracts of votes to he ma4e out and certified, to whom for- 
warded. — So soon as the commissioners aforesaid shall determine the per- 
sons who have received the highest number of votes for any office, the clerk 
shall make out abstracts of the votes in the following manner: First, for 
governor and lieutenant-governor on one sheet; second, for attorney-general 
on one sheet; third, for secretary of the Commonwealth on one sheet; 
fourth, for State treasurer on one sheet; fifth, for superintendent of public 
instruction on one sheet; sixth, for commissioner of agriculture and im- 
migration, on one sheet; seventh, for member or members of the Senate and 
House of Delegates on one sheet; eight, for a representative in Congress on one 
sheet; ninth, for electors for president and vice-president of the United 
States on one sheet; tenth, for county officers on one sheet; eleventh, for dis- 
trict officers on one sheet; twelfth, for corporation officers on one sheet, 
which abstracts, being certified and signed by said commissioners and at- 
tested by the clerk, shall be deposited in the office of the latter, and certified 
copies thereof, numbered one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, 
ten, eleven, and twelve (when said officers have been voted for at said elec- 
tions), under the official seal of said clerk, shall be placed in separate en- 
velopes, endorsed, and directed to the secretary of the Commonwealth, and 
forwarded immediately to the seat of government by mail; and the said 
clerk shall endorse on the back of each envelope in which the said certified 
copies are enclosed: "Copy of the abstract of votes cast for governor, and 

so forth (as the case may be), cast at the general election in 

county (or corporation), in , nineteen hundred and — ." 

Any clerk wilfully violating any of the provisions of this section, except 
those relating to a representative in Congress and to electors for president 
and vice-president of the United States, shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and by 
confinement in jail for a period of not less than thirty days or more than 
six months. 

Sec. 137. When a clerk to make out and deliver certificate of election. 
— The clerk shall immediately make out, in pursuance of the determination 
of the commissioners, a certificate of election for each of the persons hav- 
ing the highest number of votes for any county, corporation, or district office, 
or in case of a tie, who have been decided bv lot to be elected, and deliver 
the same to the person elected upon his making avpHcation therefor. Any 
clerk wilfully violating the provisions of this section shall be punished by 
a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand 
dollars, and by confinement in jail for a period of not less than thirty days 
nor more than six months. 

Sec 138. When clerk absent, who to perform his duties. — When a clerk 
shall die, be absent, or from any other cause be prevented from discharging 
any of the duties required of him under this chanter, it shall be lawful for 
his deputy, or such other person as may then be acting as clerk, to discharge 
such duties. 

Sec. 139. Board of State canvassers. — The governor, secretary of the 
Commonwealth, auditor of public accounts. State treasurer, attorney-general, 
or any three of them, shall constitute the board of Stattf canvassers. 
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Sec. 140. Secretary of Commonwealth to open and record returns. — The 
secretary of th€ Commonwealth, lipon receipt of the certified abstracts of the 
votes given In the several counties and corporations directed to be sent 
to him, shall proceed to open the same (except the abstract of votes for gov- 
ernor and lieutenant-governor, the attorney-general, secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, and State treasurer), and shall record them in a suitable book 
to be kept by him for the purpose, and file and carefully preserve in his 
ofiftce said abstracts and the original envelopes in which they were enclosed. 

Sec. 141. If abstracts not forwarded, messenger to he sent for them. — If 
from any county or city no such abstracts of votes shall have been received 
within twelve days next after any election by the secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, he shall dispatch a special messenger to obtain a copy of the 
same from the proper clerk; and such clerk shall immediately, on demand 
of such messenger, make out and deliver to him the copy required, which 
copy of the abstract of votes the messenger shall deliver to the secretary 
of the Commonwealth without delay, to be recorded by him as aforesaid. 

Sec. 142. How election returns canvassed hy State "board and certifi- 
cates of election given. — For the purpose of canvassing the result of elec- 
tions, the board of State canvassers shall meet at the office of the secretary 
of the Commonwealth on the fourth Monday in November next after the 
election, when they shall, upon the certified abstracts on file in the oflSce of 
the secretary of the Commonwealth, proceed to examine and make state- 
ments of the whole number of votes given at any such election for super- 
intendent of public instruction, commissioner of agriculture and immigj-a- 
tion, members of the Senate and House of Delegates, representatives in 
Congress, and electors of president and vice-president of the United States, 
or for so many of said officers as have- been voted for at such election, which 
statement shall show the names of persons for whom such votes have been 
given for either of the said offices and the whole number given to each, 
distinguishing the several districts, cities, and counties in which they 
were given; they shall certify such statements to be correct and subscribe 
their names thereto, and they shall thereupon determine what persons have 
been by the greatest number of votes duly elected to such offices, or either 
of them, and shall endorse and subscribe on such statements a certificate 
of such determination and deliver them to the secretary of the Common- 
w^ealth. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall record in a suitable 
book to be kept by him in his office for that purpose each certified state- 
ment and determination as made by the board of State canvassers, and 
shall without delay make out and transmit to each of the persons thereby 
declared to be elected (except the attorney-general, who shall be com- 
missioned by the governor) a certificate of his election, certified by him 
under his seal of office. In the election of a senator he shall also forward 
to the clerk of the Senate a certificate of the election of such senator; and in 
the case of the election of a member of the House of Delegates he shall 
forward to the clerk of the House of Deleg;ates a certificate of the election 
of such member. And upon the first day of the session of the General 
Assembly he shall lay before each house a list of the members elected 
thereto, with the districts they represent. In cases of special elections to 
fill vacancies held at any other time than that fixed for general elections, 
the board of State canvassers shall meet at the office of the secretary of 
the Commonwealth on the day after the returns of such elections are 
received for the purpose of canvassing the result of such special elections in 
the manner hereinbefore set forth. But If said abstracts, or any of them, 
shall not be received within twelve days from said election, the board shall 
meet and adjourn from time to time until the abstracts shall be received; 
and in any case the board may adjourn from time to time until their labors 
are completed. 
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Sec. 143. How election determined in case of a tie. — If any two or more 
persons have an equal number of votes and a higher number than any other 
person for superintendent of public instruction, commissioner of agriculture 
and immigration, member of the Senate or House of Delegates, member of 
Congress, or elector of president and vice-iwesident of the United States, the 
State canvassers shall proceed publicly to determine by lot which of them 
shall be declared elected. Reasonable notice shall be given to such candi- 
dates of the time when such election shall be so determined; and if they, 
or either of them, shall fail to appear in acordance with said notice, the 
State canvassers shall proceed so to determine said election in their absence. 

Sec. 144. Preservation of order at elections, — Any constable of a district 
in which an election in held, who may be designated for the purpose by the 
judges of election, shall attend at the place of election and preserve order 
at and about the same; and if no constable be in attendance, the judges of 
election may, by writing, appoint one ot more persons specially, who shall 
have all the powers of a constable in the premises. 

Sec. 144a. Intimidation, et cetera, of voters; how vf evented; punish- 
ment therefor. — The judges of election, if it shall appear that the voters 
are being intimidated .or coerced from any source in the exercise of their 
suffrage by bystanders about the polling place, or that voters are being 
hindered or tampered with in any way so as to prevent the casting of a 
secret ballot, may order such person or persons so engaged in intimidating, 
coercing, hindering, or tampering with voters to cease such action, and if 
such person or persons so engaged do not forwith desist, the judges of 
election, or a majority of them, may order the arrest of such persons by a 
constable or any other person authorized by law to make arrests, and confine 
him or them in the county or city jail, as the case may be, not exceeding 
twenty-four hours, and such person or persons may be summoned by due 
process of law before the next term of the circuit or corporation court having 
jurisdiction, as the case may be, and upon the production of evidence proving 
his or their guilt shall be fined in a sum not less than one hundred dollars 
nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 144b. Intimidation, eft cetera, of election officrs; how punished. — 
Any person or persons who shall, by bribery, intimidation, or other unlawful 
or corrupt means, wilfully hinder or prevent, or attempt to so hinder or pre- 
vent, the election officers at any precinct from holding an election at the 
time and place set apart and designated as a place for holding such election, 
shall be deemed guilty .of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall 
be confined in jail not exceeding; twelve months and fined in a sum not ex- 
ceeding five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 145. Disturbance of election; how prevented, — If any person con- 
duct himself in a noisy, riotous, or tumultuous manner at or about the polls, 
so as to disturb the election or insult or abuse a judge or a clerk of election, 
the constable, or any other person authorized to make arrests, may forthwith 
arrest him and bring him before the judges of election, and they, by warrant 
under their hands, may commit him to the jail of the county or corporation 
for not exceeding twenty-four hours; but they shall permit him to vote if 
he be so entitled. 

Sec. 146. How special elections superintended and determined. — All 
special elections, all local-option elections, and all ^elections to fill vacancies 
in office, shall be superintended and held, notice thereof given, returns made 
and certified, votes canvassed, results ascertained and made known, and 
commissions and certificates of election given, by the same officers, under 
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the same penalties, and subject to the same regulations as prescribed for 
general elections, except so far as may be otherwise provided, and except 
also that in case where there is a vacancy in the office of any officer who has- 
some duty to perform in such election, the duties of such officer shall be per- 
formed by such other officer or person as shall be appointed for that purpose. 

Sec. 147. Vo/y of clerics of courts. — Clerks of courts shall receive for 
their services, performed under any law relative to general or special elec- 
tions, the following fees, to-wit: For making out abstracts, for every one 
I hundred words, ten cents; for each certificate, with seal attached to abstract, 
twenty-five cents; the fees for such abstracts and certificates shall be paid 
out of the county or corporation treasury, as the case may be; for certifl- 
j cate to county officer, with seal attached, fifty cents, which fee, as well as 
! the tax on said seal, shall be paid by the person receiving the certificate. 

Sec. 148. Pay of sheriffs and sergeants. — The sheriffs of counties and 
sergeants of corporations shall each receive for their services, performed in 
like manner, the following fees: For posting each notice of election, the 
sum of fifty cents, whioh fees shall be paid out of the county or corporation 
treasury. 

iSEc. 149. Pay of judges and clerks. — The judges and clerks of any elec-' 
Hon held under this chapter shall receive as compensation for their ser- 
vices the sum of one dollar each, and the judge carrying the returns from 
his voting place to the county clerk's office shall receive for such service the 
sum of one dollar, and, in addition, the mileage now allowed to jurors for 
each mile necessarily traveled. 

Sec. 160. Pay of commissioners. — The commissioners of any election 
held in like manner shall each receive as compensation for his services the 
sum of one dollar, to be paid out of the treasury of the county or corporation 
in which the election is held. 

Sec. 151. Pay of messenger. — The special messenger sent by the secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth to any county or corporation for a copy of the 
abstract of votes of such county shall receive as compensation for his ser- 
vices the sum of two dollars per day for the time necessary to go and re- 
turn from such county or corporation, and five cents per mile for each 
mile traveled in going to and returning by the usually traveled from the 
capital to the county seat of such county, to be paid out of the public 
treasury. 
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AN ACT 

To provide for lists of all persons who have paid their State poll taxes, and 
for posting the same, and for providing compensation therefor, 

(Approved March 10, 1904.) 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the treasurer 
of each county and city shall, at least five months before each regular elec- 
tion, file with the circuit court of his county, or of the corporation court of 
his city, a list of all persons in his county or city who have paid not later 
than six months prior to such election the State poll taxes required by the 
CJonstitution of this State during the three years next preceding that in 
which such election is held; which list shall be arranged alphabetically by 
magisterial districts or wards, shall state the white and colored persons 
separately, and shall be verified by the oath of the treasurer. The clerk, 
within ten days from the receipt of the list, shall make and certify a sufll- 
cient number of copies thereof, and shall deliver one copy for each voting 
place in his county or city to the sheriff of the county or sergeant of the 
city, whose duty it shall be to post one copy, without delay, at each of the 
voting places, and, within ten days from the receipt thereof, to make return 
on oath to the clerk as to the places where and dates at which said copies 
were respectively posted; wlhich return the clerk shall record in a book kept 
in his office for the purpose; and he shall keep in his office for public in- 
spection, for at least sixty days after receiving the list, not less than ten 
certified copies thereof. 

2. Within thirty days after the list has been so posted any person who 
•hall have paid his capitation tax, but whose namQ is omitted from the certifl- 
fled list, may, after five days* written notice to the treasurer, apply to the 
circuit court of his county, or corporation court of his city, or to the judge 
thereof in vacation, to have the same corrected and his name entered there 
on, which application the court or judge shall promptly hear and decide. 

3. The clerk shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, with the poll-books, 
at a reasonable time before every election, to one of the judges of election of 
each precinct of his county or city, a like certified copy of the list, which 
shall be conclusive evidence of the facts therein stated for the purpose of 
voting. The clerk shall also, within sixty days after the filing of the list by 
the treasurer, forward a certified copy thereof, with such corrections as may 
have been made by order of the court or judge, to the auditor of public ac- 
counts, who shall clharge the amount of the poll taxes stated therein, to such 
treasurer unless previously accounted for. 

4. For making and certifying such lists, the treasurer shall be allowed 
three cents for each ten words, counting Initials as words, and the clerk for 
copying and certifying the same shall be allowed two cents for each ten 
words, counting; initials as words, for the first copy, and the actual reason- 
able costs of printing, or of otherwise making in the cheapest way obtain- 
able, the other copies which he is required to make. The sheriff or sergeant 
posting the lists shall receive twenty-five cents for each list which he 
posts. These fees shall be paid out of the treasury of the county or corpora- 
tion wherever such lists are made. 

5. Any treasurer, clerk or sheriff failing or refusing to comply with the 
provisions of this act shall, upon conviction, be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and be punished by a fine not less than fifty and not exceeding one 
thousand dollars. 

6. In view of the fact that the duties herein required must be at once 
performed, an emergency exists and this act shall be in force from its pas- 
sage. 
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AN ACT 

To provide for evidence of the prepayment of State poll taa>es hy voters 
transferred from one city or county to another city or county. 

(Approved March 15, 1904.) 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That In any case 
where a voter has been transferred from one city or county to another city 
or county, and has paid his State poll taxes for the three years next pre- 
ceding that in which he offers to vote, or for any of said years, in €my county 
or city in this State, such voter may exhibit to the judges of election the cer- 
tificate of the treasurer of the city or county wherein the said taxes were 
paid, showing such payment, and that the same was made at least six months 
prior to the election, by the person offering to vote. Such certificate shall 
be conclusive evidence of the facts therein stated for the purpose of voting. 
The treasurer of any county or city, upon the application of any such voters, 
shall furnish the certificate herein required. Any treasurer who shall give a 
false certificate under this act so as to show that the taxes have been paid 
six months before an election, when, in fact, they have not been so paid, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a 
fine of not less than twenity-five, nor more than five hundred dollars, and by 
Imprisonment in the county jail not less than one month nor more than 
twelve months. The granting of each false certificate shall constitute a sepa- 
rate offence. 

2. In view of the fact that elections will be held in some of the sections 
of the Commonwealth before the expiration of ninety days from the adjourn- 
ment of the present session of the General Assembly, an emergency exists, 
and this act shall be in force from its passage. 



AN ACT 



To provide for furnishing hy the county treasurers of list of those who are 
residents of or voters in the incorporated towns of the Commonwealth, 
who have paid their State capitation taxes six months prior to a regular 
election to he held in the incorporated towns of which they are residents, 
and to comply with section 38 of the Constitution. 

(Approved January 12, 1904.) 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the treasurer 
of every county in this Commonwealth in which any incorporated town is 
located, in which a regular election is to be held on the second Tuesday in 
June in any year in pursuance of law, shall furnish the clerk of the circuit 
court of his county with a list of the residents of said Incorporated town 
who have paid the State capitation tax provided by law six months prior 
to the time of holding maid election. The said lists shall be prepared and 
posted in all respects as is provided for in section thirty-eight of the Con- 
stitution. The said treasurers shall not for the purpose of this act be re- 
quired to furnish or post list of those voters of his county who have paid 
their capitation taxes six months prior to the second Tuesday in June unless 
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tliey are voters in and residents of some incorporated town in which an elec- 
tion is to be held. 

2. For preparing and posting said lists the treasurer shall receive sucli 
compensation as is now provided by law for similar services in preparinff 
lists by section three of an act approved July twenty-eightjki, nineteen hun- 
dred and two, entitled an act to carry into effect an ordlance of the Con- 
stitutional Convention of Virginia, which assembled in Ricihmond, June 12« 
1901, entitled an ordinance to provide for registration of voters under this Con- 
stitution prior to nineteen hundred and four, so far as legislative action 
:may be necessary, and to make it applicable to towns. 

This act shall be in force from its passage. 
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Sec. 3846. Bar-Brooms, etc., to be closed on election day. — ^All bar-rooms, 
saloons, and other places for the sale of intoxicating liquors in the county, 
corporation, or district in which an election is held, shall be closed from 
sunset on the day previous to that on which an election is begun until sun- 
rise of the day after such election is concluded, except in the city of Bristol^ 
Virginia, they shall be closed from sunrise on the day on which an election 
is begun until sunset of the said day. 

Sec. 3847. Selling or giving away ardent spirits, etc, on that day; how 
punished. — During the time aforesaid no person shall sell or give away any 
wine, ardent spirits, malt liquors, cider, or any mixture of any of them, in 
the county, corporation, or district in which the election is held. Any person 
violating this or the preceding section shall be fined not exceeding one thous- 
anil dollars and confined in jail not exceeding one year. 

Sec. 3843. Arrest of offenders.— It shall be the duty of every Justice, 
sheriff, constable, and special policeman, if he knows or has cause to sus- 
pect that any person intends to commit or has commited suoh offense, to 
arrest and hold him for examination according to law. 

Sec. 3849. Judge, cleric, etc., failing to attend election; how punished. — 
If any judge, clerk, or commissioner of election fail to attend at the time 
and place appointed for such election, or to perform any of the duties im- 
posed on him by law, without good and sufficient reason^ he shall be fined 
not less than ten nor more than one hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3850. Officer, etc., neglecting his duty in regard to election, or do- 
ing it corruptly; how punished. — If any officer, messenger, or other person 
on whom any duty is enjoined by law relative to general or special elections, 
be guilty of any wilful neglect of such duty, or of any corrupt conduct in the 
execution of the same, he shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars 
and confined in jail not exceeding one year; and if any officer be convicted 
as aforesaid, he shall be removed from office. 

Sec. 3851. Person voting unlawfully, or advising another to do so, or 
attempting "by threats or bribe, to influence vote of elector, or furnishing 
false ballot, or fraudulently putting ballot in box. or, etc.,; how punished. 
—If any person knowingly vote in any election district in which he does 
not actually reside, or in which he is not a registered voter; or vote more 
than once at the same election or not being a qualified elector, vote 
at any •election with an unlawful intent; or procure, aid, assist 
counsel, or advise another to vote, knowing that such person is not 
duly qualified to vote at the place where and the time when the vote is to 
be given; or, by threat or bribery, attempt to influence any elector by giv- 
ing his vote or ballot, or by such means attempt to, deter him from giving 
his vote or ballot; or procure, aid, assist, counsel, or advise another to go 
or come into any county, corporation, or election district for the purpose of 
illegally giving his vote in such county, oori)oration or election district, 
knowing; that such person is not legally qualified to vote therein; or furnish 
a ballot to an elector who cannot read the language in which such ballot is 
printed or written, informing him that it contains a name or names differpnt 
from those which are written or printed there, with an intent to deceive 
and induce him to vote contrary to his inclination; or fraudulently or 
deceitfully change a ballot of an elector, by which such elector is preventea 
from voting for such candidate or candidates as he intended; or, aiter pro- 
clamation made of the opening of the polls and at any time before the vote 
is fully canvassed, fraudently put a ballot or ticket in the box, he shall be 
confined in jail not exceeding one year and fined not exceeding one thousand 
dollars. 
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Sec. 3852. Non-residents voting at election in this State; how punished. 
— If any person not a resident of this State, vote art; any election held in 
this State, he shall be confined in the penitentiary not less than six or more 
lihan twelve months, and fined not exceeding five hundred dollars; or, in the 
discretion of the jury, confined in jail not exceeding twelve months and 
fined not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 3853. Giving or receiving hrihe for vote; how punished, — If any 
person, directly or indirectly, give to a voter in any election any money, 
goods, or chattels under an agreement, express or implied, that such voter 
shall give his vote for a particular candidate, or for or against any question 
voted on at any such election, such person shall be fined not less than one 
hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or confined in jail not 
less than one nor more than twelve bionths. And the voter receiving such 
money, goods, or chattels, in pursuance of such agreement, shall be punished 
in like manner with the person giving the same. 

iSEC. 3854. Wilfully rejecting or corruptly registering a voter; hx>w 
punished. — If any registrar wilfully or maliciously reject from registration 
or corruptly register, any person contrary to law he shall be fined not less 
than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars and be confined in jail not less 
than three nor more than twelve months. 

Sec. 3855. Altering , destroying, €tc.' hooks^ etc., of registration; how 
punished. — If any oflScer or other person illegally change, alter, amend, or 
destroy any books or lists of registration, he shall be fined not less than fifty 
nor more than one hundred dollars and be confined in jail not less than 
three nor more than twelve months. 
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AN ACT 

To promote pure elections, primaries, and conventions, and to prevent cor* 
rupt practices or bribery in same; to limit the expenses of candidates, to 
prescribe the duties of candidates, and providing penalties and remedie$ 
for violations of this act, and declaring void under certain conditio^ elec- 
tions in which the provisions of this act, or any of them, have been vio- 
lated, 

(Approved March 24, 1903.) 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That no candidate 
for congress, or for either house of the General Assembly of Virginia, or any 
State, county, district, or municipal office, shall expend, pay, promise, loan, or 
become pecuniarily liable in any way for any money or other valuable thing 
to influence voters in his behalf, or permit the same to be used, with his 
knowledge and consent, by his friends or adherents in any election, primary 
or nominating convention: provided, however, that no expenditure made by 
any candidate or his adherents and friends for the purpose of printing or ad- 
vertising in some newspapers, or in securing suitable halls for public speak- 
ing at a reasonable price, shall be deemed illegal. 

2. That no person shall expend, pay, promise, loan, or become pecuniarily 
liable in any way for any money or other valuable thing in behalf of any 
candidate for office at any election, primary or nominating; convention held 
in this Commonwealth. Any person or candidate violating any of the provis- 
ions of this or the preceding section of this act shall be subject to a fine of 
not less than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or confined 
in jail not less than one or more than twelve months. 

3. Every person who shall be a candidate before caucus or convention, 
or at any primary election or at any election for any State, county, city, 
township, district or municipal office, or for senator or member of the House 
of Delegates of Virginia, or for senator or representative in the congress of 
the United States, shall, within thirty days after the election, caucus, con- 
vention or primary election held to fill such office or place, make out and 
file with the officer or board empowered by law to issue certificates of elec- 
tion to such office or place, and a duplicate thereof with the clerk of the 
county or corporation court for any county or city in which such candidate 
resides, a statement in writing, which statement and duplicate shall be sub- 
scribed and sworn to by such candidate before an officer authorized to ad- 
minister oaths, setting forth in detail all sums of money contributed, dis- 
bursed, expended or promised by him, and to the best of his knowledge and 
belief by any persons or person in his behalf, wholly or in part, endeavor- 
i£g to secure his nomination or election to such office or place; and also all 
sums of money contributed, disbursed, expended or promised by him in sup- 
port and in connection with the nomination or election of any other persons 
at such election, primary or nominating convention, and showing the dates 
when, the persons to whom and the purposes for which all such sums were 
paid, expended or promised. Such statement shall also set forth that the 
same is as full and explicit as affiant is able to make it; and he shall also, 
before some officer qualified to administer oaths, take, subscribe to and file 
with said statement the following oath: 

I do solemnly swear that the statement herewith filed embraces all 
money spent by me or In my behalf, with my knowledge and consent, by 
my adherents and friends; that I have neither directly nor indirectly ar- 
ranged, encouraged, nor connived at the spending of any money other than 
as shown in my said statement; that I have not repaid any money so spent 
or claimed to have been so spent, and that I will not do so, and that I have 
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not ylolated any of the provisions of this act in letter or in spirit. So help 
me God. 

4. No officer or board authorized by law to issue commissions or certifi- 
cates of election shall issue any such certificate or commission to any such 
person until such statement and oath shall have been so made, verified and 
filed by such persons with said officer. 

6. Any person failing to comply with the above provisions by failing to 
file s^d statement and oath in the manner and form above prescribed shall 
be liable to a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, to be recovered in an 
action or motion brought in the name of the State by the attorney-general, 
or by the commonwealth's attorney of the county or city of the candidate's 
residence, or by any person suing in the name of the commonwealth, the 
amount of said fine to be fixed within the above limit by the jury, and to be 
paid into the school fund of said county. 

6. No person shall enter upon the duties of any elective office until he 
shall have filed the statement, oath, and duplicate provided for in this act, 
nor shall he receive any salary or any emolument for any period prior to the 
filing of the same. 

7. Said statement and oath shall at all times be open to public in- 
spection, and copies of same furnished any applicant. 

8. In any contest over the election of any officer in this Commonwealth, if 
it be alleged In the notice of contest of the contestant that the provisions, or 
any of them, of this act has been violated by the contestee, or by his friends 
and adherents, with his knowledge and consent, and it so appears upon the 
trial of said contest, then said election shall be declared null and void and of 
no effect unless it also appears that the contestant is entitled to the office 
for which he is contesting. 

9. The statement of any person testifying under this act shall not be 
used against him in any way. 

10. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby re- 
pealed. 

I 

( 
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Elections in Towns. 



Sec. 1021. Elections of mayor and councilmen of towns. — iln every town 
there shall he elected every two years, on the second Tuesday in June, 
one elector of the said town, who shall he denominated the mayor, and 
six other electors, who shall he denominated the councilmen of said town. 
The mayor and councilmen shall constitute the council of said town. 

Sec. 1022. Appointment of registrars and judges of election. — ^The elec- 
toral hoard of the county within which such town or the greater part 
thereof, is situated, shall, not less than fifteen days hefore any town elec- 
tion therein, appoint one registrar and three judges of election, who shall 
also act as commissioners of election. The said registrar shall, hefore any 
election in said town, register all voters who are residents of such town, 
and who shall have previously registered as voters in the county, or eittier 
of them, in which said town is situated, and none others. The said regis- 
trar shall he governed, as to his qualification and powers^ and In the per- 
formance of his duties, hy the general laws of this Commonwealth, so far 
as the same may he applicable. 

Sec. 1023. Opening of polls, et cetera, to conform to general law, — 
Such list of registered voters shall be placed hy the registrar in the hands 
of the judges of election, who shall, at the time and in the manner pre- 
scribed by law, open a poll at the place designated by the proper officer; and 
the manner of receiving the balloU and canvassing the vote shall conform 
to the general law. 

Sec. 1024. Who may vote. — The electors of a town shall be actual resi- 
dents thereof and qualified to vote for members of the general assembly. 

•Sec. 1025. Returns of election. — The election shall close at sunset of 
tlhe day thereof, and the judges shall count the ballots and make duplicate 
returns of the result. One of said returns, with the ballot sealed up, shall 
be returned to the clerk's office, of the court of the county; the other shall 
be returned to the council, and recorded in the record book of said council. 

Sec. 1026. Only one voting place; notice of election; how given. — ^There 
shall be put one voting place in each town, which shall be fixed by ordi- 
nance, or if there be no such ordinance, then by the judges of election. 
Of the time and place of such election five days' notice shall be given by the 
sheriff to the electors of the town, by causing written or printed notices to 
be posted at three or more public places within the corporation, and in such 
other mode as he may deem best. 

Sec. 1027. Penalty on sheriff. — If any sheriff fail to perform any duty 
required of him by the preceding section, he shall forfeit to the town one 
hundred dollars. Any proceeding to enforce such forfeiture shall be com- 
menced within one year after the same was incurred. 

Sec. 1028. When town officers to qualify. — The persons so elected shall 
enter upon the duties of their office on the first day of September next 
succeeding their election, and shall continue in office until their successors 
are qualified. 



I IMDE^X:. 



A^bstracts of Election .'. 40 

Ballots, Counterfeit 35 

Ballots, How and when printed 81 

Ballots, how and when opened 8S 

Ballots, oath of printer 31 

3allot8, void 38 

Ballot boxes 36 

Bar rooms to be closed 47 

Board of Stae Canvassers 41 

Candidates, duty of - 31 

Challenges 37 

Clerks, qualifications of •. 29 

Cities, officers of 28, 24 

Commissioners of election 89 

County officers, election of 22 

County officers, terms commence 25 

District officers 23 

Electoral Board, appointment ' 13 

Electoral Board, meetings 14 

Electoral Board, pay , 16 

Electoral Board, vacancies 15 

Electoral Board, duty as to ballots 32 

Election Districts 27 

Elections, writs of 25 

Elections, when and where held, 21, 27 

Elections, special, 28 

Elections, returns, 21 

Judges, how appointed 28 

Pay of officers, 43 

Poll books, form of • 29 

Poll books, how furnished. 29 

Poll taxes, list of persons, 44 

Poll taxes, evidence of payment 45 

Polls, when opened and closed, 30 

Polls, how closed, 87 

Pure elections, an act to promote 49 

School elections, 25 

State officers, election of,. 21 

State officers, terms, etc 25 

Registrars, appointment 14 

Registrars, oath and pay 16 

Registrars, duties 17 

Registrars, to deliver books to Judges 19 



64 

/ 

i 



Registrars, conservators of peace '. . . . 19 

Registration ordinance, 8 

Registration, appeal 19 

Registration, books purged 19 

Registration, change of, 17 

Registration, names stricken from, 17 

Registration, oath, 16 

Registration, provided for, 15 

Registration, when held, 17 

Registration, who to be registered ' 15 

Towns, election in, 35, 50, 51 

Towns list of voters, 45 

Vacancies ,. 21, 25 

Voters, judge to assist certain, ', 34 

Votes, how canvassed 37 

Votes, counted and returned 38 

Voting, method of, 34 

Voting, places arranged « ; 33 

Voting, time allowed 34 

Voting, unlawfully, 47 






I 



I 



